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ATTENTION ON DECK!! 
WE HAVE A NEW SHIP!!! 

The USS Katherine Johnson has officially transferred to a brand new Starship.  

We are no longer aboard the old (and tiny) Oberth-class ship, but  now on a new 

Luna-class ship. Our mission won't change and we'll have all of the same unique 

amenities (we still have a bowling alley!) but it's bigger and better (and everyone 

gets nicer quarters)!  Word has it that the old Oberth-class ship will become a 

training ship for cadets (stay tuned for new fan-fic!) 

STARDATE 0430.2021 
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Greetings Shipmates! 

A lot has happened since the last newsletter - which LT Rick Brocato 
overhauled with a fresh new professional look. We decided to move to 
a new ship!  The Luna-Class is the same as the USS Titan, which is Will 
Riker's new command. There is a series of books on the Titan, and it 
has also been featured in the new show "Lower Decks" where Riker is 
interestingly portrayed as a bit of a madman (at least through the eyes 
of Ensign Boimler). 

This change came about mainly because of the fanfic that several members of the ship started 
writing. The little Oberth-class Katherine Johnson seemed fine when we first organized, but it 
became difficult to incorporate features that we were wanting to use in our fiction. Like, we 
want to have a bowling alley, but where do you put it on such a small ship?   

So, with the help of our Chief Engineer, LTJG John Price, we simply decided to go shopping 
for a new one!  Hey - it's fiction, right? John is our resident expert on ship design, and after 
looking at a few models, we settled on the Luna Class. It's not Galaxy-class huge, but it has 
room for just about anything we want to stuff in her. Yes, the bowling alley stays. And since we 
have a new Chief Horticulturalist, PO2 Kevin Kurzmiller, Jr., we made sure the ship has an    
Arboretum that is 3 decks high, and we also have a nice Hydroponics Garden. 

Fortunately, the real world STARFLEET International is also amenable to going along with     
almost any crazy thing a Chapter wants to do. So Adm. Alex Rosenzweig got us registered and 
set up in our new home. And Justin Donaldson, who created logos for us just recently,          
graciously agreed to modify the logos for the new ship and NCC number. They handed us the 
keys to the new ship (still has that new ship smell!) and we left the old KJ behind.  

Rick has also been working on creating a new website for our Chapter. It is almost finished and 
I think you all are going to be very excited about it.  Look for it in the next few days! 

Speaking of the newsletter, I want to express my gratitude for all the contributions you have 
made. On my last ship, I had to beg for articles and wrote most of it myself. But it is different 
here!  Over half the members of this ship write regular columns, and others contribute as well. 
That's pretty phenomenal, and I want to thank you all for making this ship special. We all know 
how unique the KJ is, and I believe that the rest of Region 7 is sitting up and taking notice of 
us.  Give yourselves a pat on the back! 

One final note: we decided to remove the ship's roster from the newsletter. A copy of it will be 
sent to all members for your own use, but with the new STARFLEET Data Protection Policy, 
there was a concern about privacy, since the newsletter does get distributed to other Chapters  
in Newsletter exchanges, and is posted on the R7 FB page. 

        

       Godspeed, Katherine Johnson! 

       XO John 
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Congratulations to Rick Brocato for his promotion to Lieutenant Junior Grade and 
subsequent promotion to Lieutenant! 

Congratulations also to Rick Brocato for being presented with the Ex Astris Scientia 
3rd Class Award for completing 20 STARFLEET Academy Courses, and the Ex Astris    
Scientia 2nd Class Award for completing 30 Academy Courses. Rick has also become 
Bridge-certified as a Security Chief.  And… last but not least, was awarded the Will 
Riker Award for completing both OTS (Officer Training School) and OCC (Officer 
Command College). 

Congratulations to Kevin Kurzmiller, Jr. for being promoted from Crewman to Petty 
Officer 3rd Class (PO3), and subsequently to Petty Officer 2nd Class (PO2). 

Congratulations also to Kevin Kurzmiller, Jr. for being presented with the Ex Astris 
Scientia 3rd Class Award for completing 20 STARFLEET Academy Courses, and the 
Ex Astris Scientia 2nd Class Award for completing 30 Academy Courses. 

Congratulations to John Price for his promotion from Ensign to Lieutenant Junior 
Grade (LTJG) 

Congratulations also to John Price for being presented the Ex Astris Scientia 4th 
Class Award for completing 10 Academy Courses, and the Ex Astris Scientia 3rd 
Class Award for  completing 20 Academy Courses. 

These three guys, relatively new to the ship, are real go-getters and it's been hard to 
keep up with all their accomplishments. You all are truly great! 

Rick has overhauled the newsletter, the Handbook, and several other documents and 
award templates. He is also creating a new website for us, and has been writing     
several articles for the newsletter about Security in his role as Chief of Security. 

Kevin has taken his role as Chief of Horticultural Sciences seriously and is writing a 
column on Gardening for the newsletter. 

John's expertise in Ship Design was instrumental in helping us choose a new ship, 
and he has done considerable research into the subject. He did most of the          
communication and coordination with STARFLEET to get us reassigned to a new ship. 
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Hello and Greetings! 

And we're back! Welcome to the latest issue of "Orbital          

Elements". It's been a while, and we've been busy. Grab a cup 

and sit down for the recap. 

Even since we launched with our Sagan-Class science vessel, 

we've had growing pains. Between the Bowling Alley and      

Arboretum, and with upgrade to the engines and shields by 

Engineering even after the latest major refit, it was decided to get a bigger boat, er, 

ship.  So, on February 13, it was announced that the ship had a unanimous vote,  

fulfilling the two-thirds quorum for By-Law changes, to change to a Luna-Class    

Science Vessel. ADSB/DTS confirmed the change on the 16th to the USS Katherine 

Johnson NCC-80118. A new logo was designed and modified, courtesy of Justin 

Donaldson of our mother ship, the USS Banneker. We'll be keeping the Bowling    

Alley and Avatar from the old ship, but it was decided to transfer the old ship to 

STARFLEET Academy as a Cadet Training Vessel with a new name and registry 

number. 

If you remember the last newsletter, Rick Brocato worked with XO John Lee on a  

redesign, as well as a new hand-out flyer for the Chapter, and dressed up the      

certificate template for awards and promotions within the ship. With the new ship 

class, Rick worked with XO John on a revamp of the design of the layout for the    

revised Membership Handbook. It features updated graphics and formatting,        

information about the Luna-Class Katherine Johnson, information about the shuttles 

and biographies on the namesakes, and updated point assessment for Bridge     

Certification. Kudos to Rick and XO John for their hard work on the revision. 

Although not launched yet, Rick and XO John have been working on a website for 

the USS Katherine Johnson. Rick has been working with his son to design pages 

using the Membership Handbook as a guide. They have looked at other chapter 

websites for guidance, and found a noted number have been stagnant and lacking 

in the current privacy policy. Rick is designing the website to allow members-only 

access to certain sections. Included in the web design will be a video of the Luna 

Class , a biography on Katherine Johnson, and a STARFLEET Recruitment video. 
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"The Adventures of the USS Katherine Johnson" are still being compiled. If you have 

stories or persona material, pass them to John. The persona information can also be 

posted on the list for general dissemination. 

Virtual Farpoint was held on February 21-22, with half the Ship's complement       

attending the Saturday Morning Region 7 Meeting. Rick took a shift at the virtual 

Starfleet Recruiting Table, while Maggie was a panelist on the spoiler-free Outlander 

panel. Shore Leave in July will be virtual as well. We had a Zoom Movie Night with 

the Stella Pirata, watching our ship's namesake in "Hidden Figures". We also figured 

out how to do our own Zoom Movie Night in the future. 

Congratulations to CMO Maureen Mehrtens Lee, whose article, "About the         

Vaccine", was reprinted in "The Trident and Crown", the USS Invincible's newsletter. 

As I am writing this, CDC Guidelines are coming out for post-vaccination interaction, 

where we could have in-person gatherings in the not-too-distant future, such as an 

Commissioning Anniversary Celebration. I would advocate following guidance, get 

your shots when available, mask when necessary, wash your hands, and stay tuned. 

That's plenty from me, and XO John needs to put this issue to bed, so, stay safe, 

stay healthy, and we'll see you around the quadrant. 
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There, we have it!  The call for normalcy!  The lifting of the masks and the 

return to things as they were!  Or do we, really?  ‘Fraid not. Marylanders 

no longer need to wear face coverings in most outdoor settings, Gov. 

Larry Hogan said on April 28th, though he “strongly encouraged” those 

who are not vaccinated against the coronavirus to continue to mask up.  

Masks still are required in Maryland at “large ticketed venues” that are 

outdoors, such as stadiums, as well as at indoor businesses and on   

public transit. 

Hogan’s announcement, which took effect immediately, followed guidance the federal govern-

ment issued that said fully vaccinated people need not wear masks in most outdoor                   

settings because the risk of transmitting the coronavirus is low.  The U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention however, said vaccinated people still should wear masks in outdoor       

settings with crowds, such as stadiums and concerts, and continues to recommend that unvac-

cinated people wear masks outdoors when around members of other households and people who 

may not be vaccinated. 

The problem is, all people heard is, “Oh, we don’t have to wear masks anymore”.  And they heard 

that just in time for those large outdoor sports celebrations, Memorial Day bar-b-cues,  graduation 

parties, and end of school vacations and no one will remember, “We’re supposed to wear masks 

when we’re in large gatherings with people we don’t know”.  And they forget there are still HUGE 

numbers of people who aren’t vaccinated.  When anyone talks about vaccinated people, they’re 

taking about FULLY vaccinated people.  That means people who received BOTH vaccinations in a 

two-shot series (if required), when required and it’s at least two week AFTER the series is finished.  

I thought I heard the Governor’s office say 90% of eligible Marylanders “have received at least 

one dose of the vaccine.”  People, just one dose ISN’T fully vaccinated, and is sure ISN’T fully 

protected! 

So while, like you, I’m all for getting back to normal, don’t go throwing caution to the wind.  Even 

fully-vaccinated people can still transmit the disease if you’re hanging out with unvaccinated    

people.  So do everyone around you a favor.  Don’t pitch your masks just yet.  We need vaccina-

tion rates between 70-80% to achieve herd immunity.  Keep yourself and others safe.  Keep those 

masks just a little while longer.  You’ll help us all…   

        LLAP!   : )   Mo 

3...2...1… Masks Off!!! 

By Chief Medical Officer 
Maureen Mehrtens Lee, MS, BSN, RN 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-no-masks-outisde-20210427-iyqtk4idwjfbhm4vl2ok2bolba-story.html#nt=outfit&nt=feed-flex-feature
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-no-masks-outisde-20210427-iyqtk4idwjfbhm4vl2ok2bolba-story.html#nt=outfit&nt=feed-flex-feature
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NOTICE: I am NOT a Health Care / Mental Health Professional in any 
way. I am only roleplaying one for this Fake Space Navy.  For real 
help, please seek out professionals, and here are two places to 
seek out that help: 
 
NAMI [National Alliance on Mental Illness]  
https://www.nami.org/help    
 
NIMH [National Institute of Mental Health]  
https: www.nimh.nih.gov/health/find-help/index.shtml    
 

Your primary care provider can provide you with other mental health resources. Or hit Google for 
others.   
 
It’s been over a year since COVID-19 made our world stop and altered how we interact with the 

world around us. Friends and loved ones haven’t been face-to-face with each other in person for 

over a year. Most of us have spent more time with ourselves than we are used to, and perhaps 

we’ve learned about ourselves in this time of isolation. I know I have. And it’s this gained 

knowledge that might help us get through rebuilding. 

 

 The Zoom call, while not perfect, does restore at least some form of social interaction with  

other people. Also, it provides a handy way to let you see yourself as others might see you,  if 

you have your camera turned on. Whether that is good or bad, that is individual. 

 

 If it wasn’t for the Internet, the quarantine would have really brought life to a standstill. No  

commerce, no education, no communication...no anything really. I know I appreciate it. 

 

 Deprivation leads to inspiration. See: some of the ship fanfic I wrote while bored out of my 

mind and not able to see my friends. 

 

 Speaking of deprived, (or is that depraved?): Apparently ASMR (Autonomous Sensory        

Meridian Response) is more than just noises that help you relax and sleep. Talk about mind-

expanding. [This past winter was a very odd one for me.] 

SILVER LINING IN THE COVID CLOUD? 

By Lt. CMDR Elizabeth Gorman 

Ship's Counselor 

https://www.nami.org/help
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/find-help/index.shtml
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•   The simple act of touching people is very crucial to human development and human       

 existence. I’ve always been a hugging person and this isolation and inability to hug even 

 my parents, let alone my friends, has been really difficult.  When we’re all able to get back 

 together, expect some serious hugs from me. But only if you want one. If you don’t, I will    

 respect that and leave you alone. 
    

The point, if I had one, is that there may not be any getting back to “how things were.” We have all 

changed. There can be a new “normal” that can be better.  But there is still a lot to do. Wear your 

face masks even if you had your vaccines.  Wash your hands.  And be patient.   
    

Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you feel you need it. It’s okay not to be okay. It’s not okay to stay 

that way.   
    

Oh, one more thing: If this goes out before the start of May: 
      

May 6-9, Turner Classic Movies will have its Classic Film Festival online this 

year, and on May 7 on the TCM channel, there will be something near and 

dear to my bad movie loving heart:  

 

At 8:00 pm EDT:  SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS PLAN 9 FROM OUTER 

SPACE TABLE READ – ADAPTED BY DANA GOULD (2020, 1H 7M  TV-PG 

        

Television premiere. SF Sketchfest Presents a table read of Ed Wood’s    

Plan 9 From Outer Space (1959), adapted by comedian Dana Gould and     

featuring Maria Bamford, Bobcat Goldthwait, Oscar Nuñez, Laraine Newman, Bob Odenkirk,     

David Koechner, Janet Varney, Jonah Ray, Paul F. Tompkins, Gary Anthony Williams, Baron 

Vaughn, Deborah Baker Jr. and Kat Aagesen. 
      

And afterwards at 9:30 pm EDT they will show: PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE (1959, 1H 19M, TV

-PG)  Residents of California’s San Fernando Valley are under attack by flying saucers from outer 

space. 

It should be a fun evening, so set your DVRs. :) 

 

Counselor out.   
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Seed Starting 101 
By PO2 Kevin Kurzmiller, Jr.  

Now that you've planned out what you want to grow, and eat, it's time to 

get started. 

There are many methods and techniques to starting seeds. In this article 

I'll be explaining the dense planting technique. You can adjust this to suit 

your interest and needs. 

To begin, we need some sort of tray to hold the soilless medium. This re-

quires drainage holes, but not much else. You can even use egg cartons 

or produce containers– just punch some holes for drainage.  The contain-

er doesn't need to be deeper than 3 inches. In fact, any deeper and you'll 

be spending more on medium, and it can make watering far more diffi-

cult. 

Next, you'll want to fill your container with medium, leaving a small bit of space at the top. Now, 

before planting anything, you'll need to soak that soil. If you're using peat moss, you'll find it is 

incredibly difficult to get all the medium wet. Just keep watering and let it soak in. Repeat this 

until all the soil is fully wet, then let them drip dry. 

Choose the seeds you want to plant. Using this method, you can plant a lot of one particular type 

of seed without taking up the tremendous space individual cells or pots would take up. This also 

reduces water waste. Sprinkle the seeds evenly over the moist growing medium. Now take a 

small amount more dry growing medium and lightly coat the seeds. Just enough that you can no 

longer see the seeds. Repeat this step for each variety of seed you wish to grow, giving each 

their own container. 

Now gently mist the top of the soil, being careful not to blow away or rinse away the seeds. With 

the water on the soil under the seed, you don't need to heavily water the top. Be sure to label 

the container with what plant it is. 

If you have a heat mat, that will increase the germination rate. The temperature is low– do not 

use a regular heating pad as the temperature can be hard to control. A piece of plastic wrap 

gently draped over the container will hold in warmth and humidity. This is a cheap alternative to 

the traditional humidity dome, which can cost a few dollars. Just be sure to flip the plastic every 

day to prevent mold development. 

VOILA! YOU JUST STARTED SEEDS! 

A fan set on low is recommended to move the air and prevent mold. It will also help seedlings to 

not develop torpor in their stems. Obviously, seedlings will need light when they germinate. A 

warm south-facing window, or artificial lamps both will work. There's plenty of information on the  
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internet for using specific lights as grow lights. Even a regular light 
bulb can grow a plant, albeit not as well as high intensity bulbs. An 
outlet timer is wonderful for controlling the lights and fans, and even 
irrigation. 

A mist bottle should be used several times a day, as necessary, to 
keep the seedlings moist. Drying out can be detrimental to seedlings– 
there isn't enough to keep them alive if they be too dry. 

Once your seedlings are established, you can begin bringing them 
outside, on nice days, for short periods of time. Slowly you'll increase 
the amount of time these seedlings spend outside. Start at about 20-

30 minutes, in dappled sun, never direct sun. Too much sunlight and cold wind can burn or kill 
your tender seedlings. 

Once your seedlings put on their first set of true leaves, they are ready for transplant. This usual-
ly takes around 4 weeks. Though it can be different for different species, on account of the dif-
ferent variables. 

Transplanting is basically the same as planting. Instead of seeds, you simply dibble a small hole, 
maybe with your pinky or a pencil, and you gently tuck the seedling into the hole up to the true 
leaves. Don't bury the growing tip! Backfill with dry material, and water thoroughly. 

VOILA! YOU JUST GREW A PLANT! 

Remember, most plants die from over-watering. It's best to let plants go, keeping a close eye on 
them. Feel the weight of the pot, examine the posture, color, and condition of the plant. As soon 
as the plant begins to show stress, slight leaf curl, droopage, fade in color, anything...it's been 
too long without water. Now you know, water a day or so before that point. And soak it in.. 

The top will dry out first. This causes the plant to stretch its roots down as deep as possible to 
find water. This leads to better rooting, and faster establishment. If you water lightly, the water 
may never make it to the bottom of the pot, especially with peat moss mediums, meaning the 
plant will be shallow rooted and less established. 

Once your plant starts showing roots growing through the holes in the pot, the plant is about 
ready for it's final home, or another bump up, depending on your intentions. That being said, 
make sure you're past the last frost. If you're expecting a freezing night, bring in or cover up 
your plants with an old sheet or blanket. And do so before the sun sets completely. This allows 
sunlight warmth to be trapped in with your plants to protect them overnight. 

That's all there is to it! It will take a little time to get the variables down for your situation, but 
don't give up. Anyone can be a gardener– even you! 

 

 

PO2 Kevin Kurzmiller, Jr. 

Chief of Horticultural Sciences 

USS Katherine Johnson 
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The trick of the Moon 

By Thor Halvorsen  
    

 Fixture in the sky, waxes and wanes, eclipses & stands full or dark, 

 13 cycles upon every year, round & round, cyclic tides, ebb & flow, 

 Lives life seemingly passively, life through reflective existence, 

 Paints the world aqua & purple haze of ethereal lens of stars, 

 Strips the hues, illustrating the character, form & textures, shadows, 

 The world of the familiar, stripped to bare essence, shapes, spaces, 

 To be or not to be, the line between pales to thin veil sinew wisp, 

      

 Turning this within, we find this also shows our inner nature, too, 

 When the hype, rumors, labels & duties are moved aside, who then? 

 What do others see reflected, what do we interpret of ourselves, then? 

 What influences, habits & robotic motions control us, sways us so? 

 What lens of bias forms the shades we wear in broad daylight, wraparound? 

 What landmarks, what statues, objects, structures, fill our vision, view? 

 What echoes fill our ears, repeated from our lips, become rumors? 

 What objects do we choose to fill our spaces & therefore our life's? 

 Our world we create is reflective of our minds & being, I've heard so, 

 

 A world stares at the sky, crescent hangs in air, waxing, looming, 

 Do we even care what we reflect?? 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pink Super Moon, photographed by Thor Halvorsen 
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Hi everyone, your Chief of Engineering here to bring you back into my world of Star Trek starships. 

In this little article I would like to cover starships that either you have seen but do not know much 

about or you have never heard of and are considered canon to the Star Trek world. 

I don’t plan on giving you straight stats but a better outline of the ship, why it was made and its  

eventual use and any of the smaller details that I can find. 

So I would like to start this month's article out with another of the science vessels that were looked at 

as a possible replacement for the KJ. This month we will be going through the Vesta Class Starship 

as featured in the Star Trek Destiny novels. The above picture is of the U.S.S. Aventine and is     

captained by Ezri Dax. So let's jump in! 

During the tumultuous second half of the 24th Century, Starfleet poured resources into the research 

and the development of new technology, at first to guard against the Borg threat and then to counter 

the technology of the Dominion, including the Breen allies. The technologies found in the Gamma 

and Delta Quadrants lead to surges of innovation and experimentation, with new forms of shielding, 

power, weaponry, propulsion, and scanning. To serve as a test-bed for new shipboard technologies, 

Starfleet created the Vesta-class. 

So let’s take a look at the Vesta-Class Starship. The U.S.S. Vesta NX 82600 was commissioned on 

May 21st 2381. Seven more of these ships would be constructed afterwards including the U.S.S.  

Aventine NCC 82602 as featured in the star trek novel series Star Trek: Destiny. 
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Vesta-class starships often served as exploratory vessels, performing multiple missions in the field, to 

test their new technologies in non-ideal circumstances. Each vessel was built to accommodate one 

or more new types of system to be tested in the field. Because of the experimental nature of many of 

these technologies all ships had two Vesta-Class Impulse Reactors (Primary) and  two Vesta-Class 

Impulse Reactors (Secondary) so that experiments that have a hefty power draw would not affect the 

primary systems of the ship. Some Vesta starships were classified, while others simply had decks or 

sections that were off limits to all but certain personnel 

To give these ships the best odds of success, the Vesta Class was also equipped with top-of-the-line 

engines (One Class-12 Warp Drive with Enhanced Overdrives) and sensors, and was able to rival 

Sovereign vessels in speed (Max Cruise Speed: Warps Factor 9.9) and Luna starships in terms of 

scanning. Most Vesta ships were also equipped with advanced weaponry, including the experimental 

Mark XII phaser cannons. Other experimental systems included Starfleet version of the Quantum 

Slipstream drive that featured a quantum field focus controller at the front of the ships main deflector 

that allowed the starship to keep shields and communication online and at 100% during slipstream 

travel, a Chroniton Integrator the latter of which could be used to take sensor readings several     

seconds into the future when the ship was using its slipstream drive. A Multidimensional wave-

function analysis module and a sympathetic fermion transceiver as well as other systems deemed 

“Top Secret”. The multidimensional wave-function analysis module allowed the Vesta-Class starship 

to detect inter-dimensional rifts in subspace and temporal distortions in space time up to 23 light 

years away, and it also emitted a multidimensional graviton shield which in theory can reverse the    

effects of a dimensional worm-hole e.g. a worm-hole absorbs light and matter, but with a Multidimen-

sional wave-function analysis Module matter i.e. starship would be pushed away from the event   

horizon. 
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These Ships of the line were crewed by seven hundred and fifty officers and personnel with the     

capability of housing 8K life forms on max life support. The large ship was a mere dozen meters 

shorter than the Sovereign (Length: 672m, Beam: 195m, Height 88m) , but was more compact with 

just under two-dozen decks. The class had a single ovoid primary hull, resembling the saucer section 

of the Sovereign or Intrepid classes. A smaller subsection extends from the aft, housing cargo bays 

and storage. The ships' main shuttle bay was located on deck twelve. Behind the shuttle bay was a 

large flight deck, allowing small craft too large for the shuttle bay to land; this area included a large 

deck lift which lowered into a runabout bay. Ships of the class were equipped with a fleet of both 

shuttlecraft and runabouts.  

The class ostensibly had numerous cargo bays but this space was often occupied by experimental 

equipment and spare parts, housed in the aft section to protect the crew. Because most Vesta ships 

contained inefficient and unperfected technology, the ship was designed with a twin-reactor system, 

to provide steady power without taxing existing systems as mentioned above. Ships of the class had 

twenty available transporter sites, including four cargo transporters and six emergency evacuation 

transporters. The Vesta Class was one of the few starships equipped with landing gear for planetary 

landings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The offensive capability of these ships were staggering with Mark XV Phaser Arrays and Mark XII  

experimental Phaser Cannons that were hard line fed by the Auxiliary power systems and not the 

main power systems for maximum yield. Also equipped with 8 Burst Fire Torpedo Launchers and 2 

Rapid fire torpedo turrets with a complement of 150 Photon, 70 Quantum and 20 Multiphasic       

Torpedos with 5 Tricobalt Explosives in case of an emergency. The Hull was equipped with Heavy 

Duranium/Tritanium Double Hull plus 12 centimeters of ablative hull armor.  

Due to the success of the Vesta Class, which was now categorized as a multi-mission surveillance 

explorer, Star Fleet developed 5 subclasses of the ship. To start, the before mentioned Aventine got 

its own class, there was the Rademaker Class, Brigid Class, Palatine Class and Espuiline Class. Each 

class has a life expectancy of 50 years before major refit with minor refits happening every 5 years.  

All information was gathered from the below websites. Memory Alpha, Memory Beta,                   

Starbase400.org & Star Trek Adventures RPG. 

        LTJG John Price 

        Chief Engineer,  USS Katherine Johnson 
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HOW TO STAY SAFE IN PUBLIC PLACES! 

By LT Rick Brocato, Security Chief 
 
“…responsible for the safety and well-being of the ship's crew, guests, and equipment…” 

 
Greetings, all! 
 

For the last year plus, the COVID pandemic has disrupted our lives in so many ways. We bemoan 

the tragic loss of the lives of so many. And we regret the economic hardship and psychological  

effect it’s had on so many others. But there is a light at the end of the tunnel. According to the 

CDC, 21% of the population have been fully vaccinated. More and more communities and 

schools are cautiously opening back up.  So, as we start to venture back outside our homes after 

this long interval, it is wise to consider doing so safely.  

     

If we haven’t been out in the public for a while, it is easy to forget that the world around us can be 

a dangerous place. When you consider that violent crime (e.g., robbery, aggravated assault, etc.) 

is always a threat, public safety should be a top priority. If you go outside your home, eventually, 

you will find yourself in a crowd, or an unfamiliar neighborhood, or alone in the parking lot of a 

grocery store or shopping mall. That doesn’t mean don’t go out, it just means do so with greater 

vigilance.  

     

So how do you stay safe in public places?  

 

The best thing that you can do for your public safety is to be aware of your surroundings and who 

is in them, AT ALL TIMES. Thieves don't want to be noticed. If they see you've noticed them — or 

worse, made eye contact — you'll not likely to be targeted. There are plenty of people around 

you who aren't paying attention who can become the thief's next victim. Being alert helps you to 

mentally prepare yourself for a potentially threatening situation and act appropriately. You can be 

more vigilant by:   

Maintaining an attentive attitude. Pay attention to your surroundings at home, in office, 

while travelling, and in leisure time.  

Looking for warning signs. Pay attention to whether you are being watched, followed, 

having activities recorded or photographed, and any potential surveillance of electronic 

devices.  

Trusting your senses. Pay attention to your inner voice. If something seems wrong, then 

take action.  

Getting secure. Strengthen/adjust your personal security measures according to  

changes in threat levels. More on this later (see note 4 at the end of this article). 
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Another proven way to help you be more alert and ready to defend yourself is by adapting 

Cooper’s Color Code, a simple system for situational awareness and conflict readiness. (See note 

1.)  The colors simply let us conceptualize and discuss the basic mental states. Let’s examine the 

four states:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Alert – Condition: Relaxed, Unaware, Unprepared  

You are totally unaware of your surroundings and totally unprepared for even the prospect 
of danger. If you leave your home, you leave Condition White behind. The instant you 
leave your home, you escalate one level, to Yellow Alert. 

Yellow Alert – Condition: Relaxed, Alert Mindset, Aware of Surroundings 

You are relaxed, alert, not expecting trouble, but you are aware of your environment. You 
will recognize a problem if it arises. When your mental radar picks up on a blip (e.g., you 
see someone who looks out of place, or someone engaged in activity that has no obvious 
legitimate purpose) you immediately escalate to Orange Alert.  
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Orange Alert – Condition: “Targeted Awareness” 

This is a heightened state of alertness, with a specific focal point. The entire difference  
between Yellow and Orange is this specific target for your attention. You are aware a 
problem exists, and you are reacting to it. Something doesn’t look right or feel right. For 
example, you are aware that someone has been observing or stalking you and looks like 
they are about to attack. You then escalate to the highest level, Red Alert. 

Red Alert – Condition: Highest Threat, Concerned for Survival  
    

Now comes the hardest part! You’re at Red Alert and facing a real threat that shows       

intentions to do you harm. You may, or may not, actually fight, but you are MENTALLY 

PREPARED “ahead of time” to take a specific action.  This is the most IMPORTANT point 

to remember!   

When the unthinkable happens and you're being attacked, knowing the right moves 

“ahead of time” could be key to escaping safely. Remember, “the goal isn’t to win the 

fight, it’s to survive.” On the street, when you need to defend yourself, getting out of the 

situation should be your first priority. But you won’t always be able to escape. That’s why 

you should know how to take advantage of everything possible to defend yourself. That’s 

why you need advanced preparation, which is best achieved through training and practice. 

 

So, what’s the number one way to stay safe in a public place? 

 

Don’t be a victim, victims are unaware of their surroundings, so be aware of what’s going on 

around you and be ready to act accordingly.  Practice being ready and know what you’re going to 

do.  And pay attention to your inner voice – your gut. If something seems wrong – if you don’t feel 

safe – leave the area immediately and use 911 speed call on your phone to get support. 
 
Empowering your Security & Safety 
Rick 
 

NOTES: 

The late Lt. Col. Jeff Cooper (founder of the American Pistol Institute) developed his well-

known Color Code to define one's state of mind and willingness to act during the different 

levels of situational awareness. 

http://www.healthsafety.com/articles/how-stay-safe-public-settings    

http://www.shielddefensetraining.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/States-of-Awareness.pdf  

 

Some Self-Defense Tools:  https://knowpreparesurvive.com/gear/best-legal-self-defense-

weapons/  

 

Personal Alarms or Whistles – great choice for people who do not have the physical   

capability to defend themselves, such as seniors and children, also good for college 

students and people traveling on planes. 

 

http://www.healthsafety.com/articles/how-stay-safe-public-settings
http://www.shielddefensetraining.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/States-of-Awareness.pdf
https://knowpreparesurvive.com/gear/best-legal-self-defense-weapons/
https://knowpreparesurvive.com/gear/best-legal-self-defense-weapons/
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Pepper Spray – one of the best self-defense tools out there (legal in every state, but there 

may be limitations on the size or strength you can carry).  

 

Walking Sticks and Canes – Best Self Defense Weapon for Hiding in Plain Sight 

(Recommend picking up a copy of Raising Cane: The Unexpected Martial Art to 

learn how to defend yourself with a walking stick!) 

 

Flashlights – Best Inconspicuous Self Defense Weapon, use it to strike with or temporarily 

blind an attacker (Maglite, etc.)  

 

A Note on Legality: Self-defense laws vary by state. So, learn your laws! Remember 

that once the attacker is no longer a threat, you need to stop using lethal force to      

defend yourself. For this reason, it is a good idea to attend a self-defense class. They’ll 

cover the legal minutia you need to know. If you are going to fly with any self-defense 

tool, check the airline policy BEFORE going to the airport! 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1905605102?tag=kps-sd-weap-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/self-defense-overview.html
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