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STARDATE 0430.22 

 

The Region Seven Awards for 2021  

have been  announced…. 

 

Congratulations to VADM Tom Restivo        

for winning  

Commanding Officer of the Year !!! 

 

Congratulations to LCDR Rick Brocato  

for winning  

Best Website of the Year !!! 
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ACROSS THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 

Two USS Katherine Johnson crew members lost one of their pets this quarter.  

On February 7, 2022. Rick's beloved dog, Harley Boy, passed away.  He was a  

member of PetFleet and a member of this crew.  He was a lucky dog to have Rick for 

a Dad and had a wonderfully happy life.  

On April 11, Olivia's cat, Theo passed away.  He was also loved and well-cared for. 

Both cherished pets have crossed over and are happy and healthy, romping and  

patiently waiting for the day when their Masters come to get them. 
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Hello Everybody! 

Welcome to the latest issue of "Orbital Elements". Spring is definitely trying to 

be sprung, despite the occasional snow flurries and frost warnings of the past 

few weeks, so let me give you a quick recap since January. 

We welcome our newest members, RADM Mike Allen, who has been a guest 

chef at our ship's cookouts, decided to hang his billet in our Luna-class ship as 

Chief Science Officer. You know where the galley is, Mike. 

We also welcome Ens Garry Hickman, who returned to Fleet about a year or so ago after an extended 

absence. He had been active previously in Fleet as the XO of the old USS Alpha Centauri in Balti-

more. 

The USS KJ attended the Region 7 meeting at Farpoint in February, where Regional Awards were  

finally given out in person. Congratulations again to our ship's award recipients: Liz Gorman for 2019 

Helping Hands, Maggie Restivo for 2020 Enlisted Member of the Year, John Price for 2020 Officer of 

the Year, and the USS Katherine Johnson for Shakedown of the Year. 

Farpoint was a quiet con considering we were getting into the "new normal", but it was enjoyable. 

Members of the KJ assisted at the STARFLEET Regional Recruitment table. 

The KJ also attended Frederick Comic Con in March, and left recruitment material. 

Future events include Four State Comic Con on April 30- May 1, SciFi ValleyCon in Altoona in June 

with the USS Stella Pirata, Awesome Con in DC in June, Shore Leave 42 in July, the Virtual STAR-

FLEET International Conference in August, and the Western Regional Summit in September. 

We put out a list of possible Away Missions for the coming months in the last newsletter. We also   

recognize that many of our members still cannot get out for in-person meetings in the area. We will be 

having monthly Zoom meetings on the third Saturday of the month at 4 PM ET, starting May 21st. 

We're hoping to get some crewmembers together for a viewing of the premiere of Strange New 

Worlds, and maybe we can solve the issue of sharing a stream on Zoom, if it's possible. 

Finally, I'm proud of our crew and the various and variety of submissions that go and have gone into 

Orbital Elements. I've "Been There Done That" as a newsletter editor, and I can attest the  times on 

other ships when submissions have been few and far between. Not on the USS KJ. And XO John  

continues to produce a high quality product that I would call the best of the Fleet. Lastly, kudos to   

Security Rick for providing the stellar templates for the newsletter. 

Just after I submitted my column, we got word that the Region 7 Awards were announced. The USS 

KJ was represented twice at the Winner's Podium: Best Website (Congratulations, Webby Rick!) And 

CO of the Year (Congratulations Captain Admi- Holy Crap! That's ME!).  

For a little ship and chapter, we've made an impact on the Region, and I credit it to the finest crew in 

the Fleet. 

Now, let me get this to our illustrious Newsletter Editor (Wait 'til next year!). As always, be safe, keep 

healthy, and we'll see you on the flip side. Hit it! 
        

       Little CO Captain Admiral Guy  
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Hi There Shippies!  

If anyone is surprised by the results of the Region 7 Awards, you shouldn't be. Our Ship’s 

Captain, Tom Restivo, embodies both Katherine Johnson’s “can do” spirit and our Ship’s 

motto: In the Face of Adversity, Excellence. In short, he is an awesome CO! And our "Webby" 

Rick Brocato probably spent at least 100 hours creating our website from scratch and using 

his skill and talent to turn it into a true work of art. Congratulations to both of you! Well done! 

We've had a lot happen since the last newsletter! Two more new members! WooHoo!  RADM Mike Allen has joined 

us. Mike has been a friend to the ship for a long time and has spoiled us with chili and other culinary delights at 

some of our gatherings. He will be Chief of Science on the KJ and we're very happy to have him aboard. Look for 

one of his recipes in this issue! 

ENS Garry Hickman also has joined us.  Garry was the XO of the USS Alpha Centauri many years ago, but rejoined 

Fleet and was most recently assigned to the USS Niagara.  He has already written an article for the newsletter, 

which appears in this issue.  Welcome, Garry! 

We had a few events happen in this last quarter. Farpoint 2022 was on the weekend of February 25-27.  A number 

of us attended, went to the Fleet Business meeting, and manned the Fleet Recruiting Table. It was a scaled down 

event with no celebrities and little to do, but we made the most of it.  

John and Mo went on an Away Mission to Pittsburgh to visit some of the crew from the USS Stella Pirata. We went 

to see the Pompeii Exhibit at the Carnegie Science Center and then had dinner at an authentic native Pittsburghian 

diner!  A few of us met on April 17 for an Easter/Spring Celebration dinner at John and Mo's house, which was a lot 

of fun!  And by the time you read this, we will have had a Zoom Ship meeting on the 24th. Going forward, we plan 

on having a Ship Zoom meeting every month on the 3rd Saturday. 

Upcoming events include a possible Fathom Movie on May 22: Star Trek: The Motion Picture on the big screen!  

Then there will be a Memorial Day picnic on May 30 at John & Mo's house.  And Shore Leave 2022 in Hunt Valley, 

MD July 15-17, which promises to be a lot better than Farpoint was!  Keep an eye out for emails detailing all of 

these events.                                                                                 

        XO John 

 

Congratulations to PO3 Garry Hickman for being promoted to Ensign.   

Congratulations to CRR Dawn Reid for being promoted to Ensign.  

Congratulations to CRR Art Reid for being promoted to Ensign and then quickly to Lieutenant Junior 
Grade! 

Welcome to new members Mike Allen and Garry Hickman! 
         

Birthdays to celebrate this quarter: 

  John Price ………………….. May 17 Garry Hickman ……………. June 17  

  Sakira Sprecher …………… May 21 Art Reid …………………….. June 26 

  Dawn Reid ………………….. June 14 Kevin Kurzmiller …………. July 16 
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                    By Chief Medical Officer 

                          Maureen Mehrtens Lee, MS, BSN, RN 
 

We’ve spent the last two issues looking at some medical conditions affecting 

members of our ship.  We have a member with gluten allergy and a member 

with anaphylactic food allergies.  We also have a member who is a Lacto-Ovo 
Vegetarian. Did you know that dieticians have identified SEVEN different kinds of vegetarian diets?  

Let’s take a look at the seven types, then we’ll talk briefly about the health benefits of a vegetarian 

diet.  

A basic Vegetarian does not eat meat, poultry, fish, or seafood but will eat dairy products, honey 

and eggs. 

     

Flexitarian has a flexible vegetarian eating pattern where the intake is mostly vegetarian but will 
eat meat or other animal products when craving it. This is the least restrictive vegetarian eat-

ing pattern and could be called “mostly plant-based” because vegetables make up the bulk 

of your plate much of the time, but not always 
      

Pescatarian is a vegetarian who also eats fish, along with eggs and dairy.  It’s a great option for 

getting more protein in your diet.  Also a great way to get omega-3 fatty acids (otherwise 

found in foods like walnuts and chia seeds). 

       

Lacto-Vegetarians refrain from eating eggs, meat, poultry, seafood, and fish but eat dairy.  Com-
mon in India where lacto-vegetarianism is synonymous with vegetarianism as a whole since 

Hinduism considers eggs and egg products to be animals. 

       
Ovo-Vegetarians include eggs and egg products in their diet, but don’t eat dairy or other animal 

proteins such as seafood, fish, poultry, and meat. Many lactose-intolerant vegetarians 

choose to eat this way. 
     

A vegan diet means eliminating ALL animal products, including those of animal origin. This 

means no eggs, dairy (milk, cheese, yogurt, cottage cheese, etc.) or even honey.  Outside of 

diet, most vegans also eliminate animal-based products in their daily life.  For example, they 
won’t wear leather goods or fur, or use products that include any animal-derived ingredients 

such as gelatin. 

               

Raw Vegan.  This is the strictest form of a vegetarian diet.  A raw vegan excludes ALL foods of 
animal origin and NO cooking is involved.   They consume uncooked foods including vegeta-

bles, fruits, legumes, sprouted grains, nuts, herbs, and seeds, with the belief that raw and 

minimally cooked foods (less than 114 degrees Fahrenheit) provide more nutrients than 
cooked foods.      

                                     VEGETARIANISM 
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While there is no consensus as to which vegetarian diet is better than another, there is no doubt 
that adding more vegetables and plant-based matter to your diet can improve your weight, choles-

terol, and blood pressure, as well as lower your risk for heart disease, diabetes and some cancers.  

Just be sure to check with your doctor before making major, permanent changes. While you can 

meet nutritional needs through food, some monitoring and supplementation may be required while 
transitioning to a vegetarian diet, particularly B-12, calcium, vitamin D, iron, iodine, omega-3’s, and 

zinc.  

     

Keep in mind: 

A Vegetarian diet CAN include: veggies & fruit, grains, nuts & seeds, eggs, dairy products, honey. 

A Vegetarian diet does NOT include: meat or poultry, fish or seafood, insects, gelatin or animal   
rennet, stock or fat from animals. 

Vegan diet does NOT include: eggs, dairy, honey, ANY animal products or anything made with a 
product that comes from animals. 

 

                           LLAP!   : )   Mo  
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Once Again I want to remind everyone: I am NOT an actual mental health   

professional. I just roleplay one for this Fake Space Navy. For actual help with 

mental health issues, you can go to: National Alliance on Mental Illness 

[ https://www.nami.org/home ], Call the NAMI Helpline at 800-950-NAMI or 

text "NAMI" to 741741. If you need help finding someone to talk to:  

 

https://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html 

https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist 

                                  https://www.betterhelp.com/about/  

 

These are some options you can use to help you. It’s okay to not be okay, and it’s okay to need help. 

It’s out there, and you’re not alone.   
     

I admit these past few weeks have been a rough time for me, what with my bathroom needing fixing, 

having to stay with my parents while that happened, and aggravating a muscle spasm so badly I had 

to spend some time in the ER for a few hours. So I don’t really have anything terribly insightful or 

meaningful to share with you this time around. Spring is generally a renewal season. Rebirth, new life, 

and all that. Perhaps we can all re-commit to being better towards ourselves and each other.  I hope in 

the coming weeks and months we can all be healthy and safe enough to get together. :) 
     

Now, I believe it’s time for reality to step aside…Counselor Elraan, the column is all yours. 

    
Counselor’s Log: Things are running smoothly on the Katherine Johnson. It’s nice not having to take 

the transporters everywhere to go places inside the ship, I’ll say that for the Luna-class. The Ewoks 

and I don’t have to share a bathroom anymore, there’s another good thing. And speaking of my furry 

little roommates, they were up to something...: 

 
It was supposed to be a typical day, but the intercom changed all that. “Security to Counselor Elraan.” 

A message interrupted me as I was filling out a report. “Elraan here. What do you need, Professor?” 
     

“Are you aware of what your little furry friends are doing?” Security Chief Brocato told me. “You may 

want to observe what’s happening outside of your office. Mrs. Johnson, please link the feed.” My  

monitor showed Wickett and Wockett dragging a very large Mjornir with them. “I know that they’re 

pretty strong for their size, but they can’t be that strong.” 

Counselor's Corner Spring 2022 
By LCDR Elizabeth Gorman 

Ship's Counselor 

(Additional text by Ship Persona Kendaari Elraan) 

https://www.nami.org/home
https://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html
https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist
https://www.betterhelp.com/about/
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I stared at the image for a moment, then burst out laughing. “Don’t worry, Rick. I think I know what this 

is about. I’ll clear this up. Thanks for letting me know.” I shut the comlink just as they walked into my 

office. 

     

“Counselor Lady! Look! We’re worthy!” Wockett said as he and Wickett carried in the hammer,  looking 

very pleased with themselves. 
       

“Are you now? Perhaps this needs some verification.” I contacted the Applied Physics lab. “This is 

Counselor Elraan. Is my special guest behaving himself?” 
      

Science Chief Allen spoke up. “Oh yes Thor’s been very helpful. We’re still trying to figure out what ex-

actly makes his hammer so special but so far...our instruments can’t really detect anything.” I could see 

Mjornir-the real version-sitting on a table while various lights and lasers scanned it. The God of Thunder 

watched the whole procedure with a bemused expression. 
       

Thor noticed my appearance on a monitor and smiled. “I told them that no mortal machines can          

re-create or comprehend what was forged by stars, but they still seem keen to try,” he said. “Will you 

be done with your work soon, Mama Bear?” 
         

“Soon enough. You know, two little friends of mine think they have your hammer. But it’s right there in 

the lab with you, correct?” The Ewoks looked at each other and started mumbling. “I thought so. They 

seem to be thinking about a batch of shortbread cookies that went missing earlier for some  reason...do 

you know anything about that?” Wockett whispered in Wickett’s ear and they started to giggle. 
      

Thor started to look alarmed. “Oh!! That’s why my trousers feel so...Drat them!!” He peeked down his 

pants. “What the?! Why are there cookies in there?! Is there somewhere I can get these out?” An     

ensign pointed to a lavatory. “Thank you. See you later, baby!” 
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“See you later, Cookiepants.” I said, then signed out before Thor could respond, but the science team 

was already laughing.  As were the Ewoks and me. “Guys, why DID you put those cookies in his      

trousers?” I asked them, once we could all breathe normally. 
       

“We thought he’d get hungry later.” Wickett answered, still holding onto the hammer. Wockett nodded 

in agreement. 
        

“Fair enough, but next time, use his pockets.” The Ewoks left my office, snickering about the name 

“Cookiepants” and talking about changing the recipe. 
        

Log Update: Starfleet has asked Thor to ask Odin All-Father for a sample of the material his hammer 

was made from, but it does not look like that will be possible. Something about “mortal eyes are not 

ready to understand what gods create,” according to Thor. That might also explain why our instruments 

could not read anything from Mjornir. Loki denies all knowledge of making a giant replica of Mjornir, but 

he is impressed by the cleverness of the Ewoks. And he will now refer to his brother as “Cookiepants” 

for at least the next few weeks. I should probably apologize for that nickname. Should. But won’t. ;) 

  

Gorman: “Cookiepants”? Calling the God of Thunder “Cookiepants”? 
     

Kendaari: "Should I mention some of the things you’ve called your own partner, Gorman?" 
      

Point taken.  Have a good Spring, everyone.  
     

              Counselor Out.  :)   

 

3-Ingredient Shortbread Cookies Recipe 

Servings: 30-35 cookies 

Ingredients:  1 cup butter (room temperature) 

  1/2 cup powdered sugar (sifted) 

  2 cups all purpose flour 

Instructions: 

1. Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F and line a baking sheet with parchment paper. 

2. In a large bowl cream together the soft butter and sugar with an electric mixer until light and fluffy. 

3. Add in the flour and mix until the dough just comes together. 

4. Turn the dough out onto a counter dusted with powdered sugar and gently roll the dough into a long two-
by-two inch log. 

5. Wrap the log of cookie dough in plastic wrap and allow it to firm up in the fridge for 30 minutes. 

6. Once the dough is firm slice the cookies into 3/4 inch thick rounds. Place each round on your baking 
sheet and bake for 16-18 minutes or until just golden. 

7. Allow cooling slightly before transferring to a cooling rack. Once cool, the cookies can be stored in an    
air-tight container for up to three days. 

8. Placing in Asgardian's trousers optional.  
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Harley Boy, Oh Harley Boy 

LCDR Rick Brocato 

[Song dedicated to Harley Boy Brocato – Adopted 12/1/2014 (age ~5-7) – Passed 2/7/2022] 

 

REFRAIN 

Harley Boy, oh Harley Boy, won’t you be my Harley Boy?                     

Don’t say no and we’ll go together down the lane.                               

Come with me. Stay with me. Make your forever home with me.            

Harley Boy, oh Harley Boy, you’ll always be my pup.                        

Always be my pup. 

[Be mine, Harley Boy . . . I’ll be yours!] last time – spoken   

VERSE 

1. The first I saw your pictures, you were in the shelter’s care.                                                                                

Just a ball of dirty fur, stickin’ out everywhere.                                                                                                      

But every time you met someone, you’d wag your curly tail,                                                                          

Straight from your big eyes they’d see love that’d never fail 

2. The first time that you met me, I was sittin’ on the floor,                                                                                       

Just waiting for you to come bounding through the door.                                                                      

A whirl of white with brown patches ran o’er to me that day,                                                                            

Straight into my arms you leapt ever there to stay. 

REPEAT REFRAIN 

3. The years went so quickly by, as they always must with pups.                                                                 

Just watching you as you played always cheered me up,                                                                        

Ears flying in the wind, chasing critters ‘round the yard,                                                                                  

Straight throughout the days you left paw prints on my heart. 

4. The day came so suddenly when we had to say goodbye.                                                                         

Just seeing you lay so sick made me cry and cry.                                                                                

My heart ached so as I pet you for the very last time.                                                                          

Straight out of this life you passed o’er Rainbow Bridge – for a time. 

REPEAT REFRAIN 
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THE BALLAD OF GILLIES-ISLE 

by LCDR Rick Brocato 

(Sea Shanty – sung to the tune of Gilligan’s Island theme song – sort of.) 

 

   Just sit right back and you'll hear a tale, 
   A tale of a fateful trip 
   That started from Risa’s tropic port 
   Aboard a shuttle ship.   

   The First Mate – worth a million bucks, 
   The Skipper brave and sure. 
   Five crew (and 2 Ewoks) set for home that day 
   After a long space tour – a very long tour. 

   A meteor storm made things rough,                                                                                            
   The shuttle ship was tossed.                                                                                                    
   And despite the courage of the fearless crew, 
   The Minnow would be lost – in a temporal rift . . . lost! 

   The ship set down ashore an uncharted planet’s isle 
   With the Ewoks, 
   And the Skipper too,  
   First Mate Thurston - Lovey his wife, 
   Ginger Counselor, 
   The Professor – who’s a Vulcan, 
   Here on Gillies-Isle. 

   ~~~~~ 

   So this is the tale of our castaways, 
   In the Minnow-verse a long time, 
   They'll have to make the best of things, 
   It's a very steep climb. 

   First Mate Thurston and Skipper too, 
   Will do their very best, 
   To make the others comfortable, 
   In the sub-tropic island nest. 

   No coms or lights or robo-things, 
   Not a single luxury, 
   Like Will Robinson lost in space, 
   It's primitive as can be. 

   So join us in the Minnow-verse my friends, 
   You're sure to get a smile, 
   From seven stranded castaways, 
   Here on Gillies-Isle. Here on Gillies-Isle. 
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By  Ensign Thor Halvorsen 
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

   by Ensign Garry Hickman 

 

The media and TV experts always refer to Star Trek as ONLY lasting 3 seasons, making it sound as if it 

was a big flop. However, if you look at some other  programs of the time that were popular, Gilligan's Island 

and Lost in Space, which also ran 3 seasons, then Star Trek had a fairly normal 

run, but it could have been worse. 

I recently discovered a series on Tubi that I had never seen before, and 

was based on a movie I had seen and liked, Logan's Run. I'll come back to it     

later, in chronological order, because I want to talk about a history of short-

lived science fiction TV shows. The first, and one of the most famous, ran in 

the '74-'75 season on ABC; Kolchak: the Night Stalker. It ran for 20 episodes     

before it was cancelled. It started as 2 TV movies before becoming a series, 

but didn't make it past the first season. Chris Carter admitted that Kolchak was the 

inspiration for The X-Files. 

Next, in that same year, was Planet of the Apes the TV series. Roddy McDowall, always the trooper, did the 

show as a new character, Galen, a chimpanzee like Cornelius in the movie. Mark Lenard (Star Trek's     

Sarek) played Urko, the gorilla antagonist; another good show, cancelled after 14 episodes. It aired on 

CBS. 

Now for the show that recently surprised me, Logan's Run: 

the TV series. It ran in 1977 on CBS and ran for only 14 

episodes. It starred Gregory   Harrison, Heather Menzies 

(who was one of the children in The Sound of Music, and 

as an adult married  actor Robert Urich), and British actor 

Donald Moffat. The storyline was changed for the show, but 

it's main theme was Logan looking for the fabled Sanctu-

ary. There were some great episodes with interesting              

science fiction themes, even one with aliens. One of the best, a time travel episode, was written by David 

Gerrold, a producer from the original Star Trek. Famed sci-fi writer Harlan Ellison wrote an episode, and 

Star Trek's D.C. Fontana wrote one and served as story editor for the series, so with all that talent behind it, 

it should have lasted longer. There were a lot of great guest stars as well, some well known from Star Trek 

and other sci-fi: Mariette  Hartley, Barbara Babcock, Morgan 

Woodward, Nehemiah Persoff, a young Kim Cattrall, Gerald 

McRaney, Jared Martin and Lance LeGault (he made appear-

ances in nearly every TV show of the 70s and 80s). 

With the success of Star Wars in '77, the networks needed 

science fiction, so Battlestar Galactica was created. ABC 

had high hopes for the series and promoted it extensively, 

unfortunately it only ran for 24 episodes. They tried to   revive 

it by turning it into Galactica 1980, where they reach Earth, 

but  only lasted about 10 more episodes. 
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The NBC network decided they were going to promote their new sci-fi show 

even better by releasing the pilot of Buck Rogers in the 25th Century in the           

movie theaters. I actually went to see it at the theater, with popcorn and everything. It 

was good, but definitely made for TV. It ran for a season and a half from '79-'81, and I 

loved the introduction of Hawk in the 2nd season, but NBC cancelled it halfway 

through. 

In 1984, after 2 successful miniseries on NBC, V: The Series 

took off with high hopes of a great run, but it was not to be. 

The miniseries had a great premise of an alien 'Nazi-like'  

occupation, and Maquis-style resistance fighters, which the 

show tried to emulate a little, but with no success. 

Thanks to Star Trek: the Next Generation bringing science fiction back to television, in 

1987, ABC tried it's hand with a dystopian near-future sci-fi show called Max Head-

room. It started as a mid season replacement, so the first  season was only 6 epi-

sodes, and was cancelled after 8 episodes of the second season. The tagline for the 

show was '20 minutes into the future' and followed TV reporter Edison Carter of Net-

work 23 and his electronic alter ego, Max Headroom. It showed a possible future where 

television networks and it's sponsors dictate everything from programming to political elections. 

One of my favorites, Alien Nation, aired in 1989 on the Fox network. It 

ran one full season before it was cancelled, and ended in a cliffhanger. 

Thank goodness several years later Fox made 5 made-for-TV movies, the 

first one resolved the cliffhanger from the series. This was  another great 

television show based on a movie of the same name. 

A Fox show that aired in the '95-'96 season was called Space: Above and  

Beyond, that told the story of the 'Wildcards', a future United States  

Marine Corps division, the 58th Squadron of the Space Aviation Cavalry 

based on the space vessel, USS Saratoga. They battled extraterrestrials to 

keep Earth safe, reminiscent of Starship Troopers. It was cancelled after one season. 

One of the most famous of the short lived sci-fi TV series, which has become as 

much of a cult hit as the Original Star Trek series was in the 70s, is Firefly. This 

wonderful 'space western', which aired on Fox, ran in 2002 and was created by 

Joss Whedon. It ran for only 11 episodes before being cancelled, fortunately when 

it came out on DVD, it included 3 un-aired episodes. This show has become a cult 

phenomenon, and I am so glad that I discovered it three years ago. I think I didn't 

watch it when it originally came on because I knew Fox's reputation for sci-fi shows 

("waaa! It's too expensive, let's cancel it!"). In fact, Fox sabotaged the show right 

from the start by airing the first episode BEFORE the pilot! Some people were con-

fused and didn't know what was going on. The pilot explained the premise and the 

characters so you would understand the next regu-

lar episode. I actually saw the movie, Serenity,    

before discovering the show. I figured, it's science 

fiction, so I would like it, which I did, but I wasn't  

familiar with the characters, so they meant nothing 

to me. I love this show so much, I'm practically a Browncoat, a connotation adopt-

ed by the loyal fans of the show, similar to Trekkies & Trekkers with Star Trek.  
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This is one of the few science fiction TV shows that has no aliens in it, it's just 

us, human beings trying to figure life out. That's the way Joss Whedon want-

ed it, and I like to think that if the show had continued, that he would have 

kept it that way, without letting the network bully him into changing it. 

I have a few 'honorable' mentions that I didn't include, but are im-

portant nevertheless. In '93, there was a show that I loved called SeaQuest 

DSV on NBC. It had the wonderful movie actor, Roy Scheider as the lead. It 

was produced by Steven Spielberg, and the first season had commentary by 

famed explorer, Bob Ballard. There were a lot of arguments and disagree-

ments on set, and NBC wanted a younger cast for the 2nd season, and     

before the end of that season Roy Scheider 

wanted to quit. It made it to a third season, 

but was cancelled halfway through, so even 

with William Shatner guest starring in one 

episode didn't save it. The amazing thing I found out was that the dolphin, 

Darwin, was completely animatronic! There was no dolphin stock footage 

used at all. There was never a real dolphin! 

Space:1999 was a good science fiction TV series that aired in the mid 

70s and ran 2 seasons, but was technically not an American show, even 

though it had several actors from America. I loved the ships and the tech-

nology, and some of the stories were interesting, but the acting was kind of 

flat, if not downright boring. 

Finally, the last honorable mention is the spinoff of Babylon 5,                

Crusade, which ran for 13 episodes on TNT in 1999. This show had good 

acting and very interesting stories, but the network didn't want to spend 

the money or give it much of a chance. 

I'm sure there are some shows I've overlooked or forgotten about, but 

these are the 'cream of the crop' that I remember the best and I even have 

a lot of these series on DVD. Will the networks ever give fledgling sci-fi 

shows a chance, or will the future of television be something WE have 

more control over?  Who's to say? 
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VICTORIA DRUMMOND 

   by LTJG Art Reid 

Mr. Scotty would be proud.  

How another Scottish ship’s engineer broke her own frontiers:  

The cargo ship Bonita was 400 miles from land enroute through the Atlantic Ocean bound for Norfolk     

Virgina on August 26, 1941, when the German FW200 Condor bomber made its attack. The Second       

Engineer in the engine room was thrown against the controls in the engine room and stunned. Once the 

black gang had done all they could to get more speed out of the old ship’s engines the Second Engineer 

ordered the rest of the crew topside where they would have a chance of survival if the unthinkable         

happened. The second engineer stayed before where there was 

little chance of escape it the ship took a mortal hit. 

Every time the German four engine Condor would make another     

attack run the captain of the Bonita would take evasive action, the    

maneuver requiring extra speed from the taxed ship’s engines. 

The second engineer would alone coax the engines from nine to 

an unheard of twelve and a half knots, giving the Bonita enough 

speed to throw off the bombers aiming point. 

The Second Engineer was Victoria Drummond, born in Scotland 

on October 14, 1894, the first woman to qualify as a British      

marine engineer in 1926. After earning the position of Second Engineer she sat and failed the examination 

for Chief Engineer somewhere between 31 and 38 times depending on the account. A member of the certi-

fication committee had revealed to a mutual friend of Drummond's that the board had resolved not to pass 

her no matter how well or how many times she took the exam. Discouraged and with few prospects of    

employment due to the worldwide economic depression, she left the sea. At the outbreak of the war, she 

joined the Women’s Mercantile Naval Reserve and assisted with the evacuation of the British Expeditionary  

Forces at Dunkirk. All she would relate to the Mayor of Lambeth of her numerous cross channel voyages of 

the    Germans, “They are such bad shots.”  

Of the attack on the Bonita, one of her fellow ship’s officers left this account: “It must have been hell down 

there. Two cast iron pipes were fractured, electric wires parted, tubes broken, and joints started, but her 

iron body and mighty heart stood it. The main injection pipe just above her head had started a joint and 

scalding steam whizzed past her head. With anyone less skilled down there that pipe would have burst   

under the extra pressure, but she nursed it through the explosion of each salvo, easing down when she 

judged from nearness of the plane’s engines that the bombs were about to fall, holding on for all she was 

worth to a stanchion as they burst and then opening up the stem again. If the pipe had gone, we would 

have been stopped and it would have been all up. By getting the speed it gave the helm a chance to move 

the clumsy hulk and literally every second mattered in the swing. 

I saw her once during the action when I had to dodge along to the W.T. room and looked down the skylight, 

hoping to mouth a few words of cheer to her. She was standing at the control platform, one long arm 

stretched above her head and her hand holding down the spoke of the spoke of the throttle control as if 

trying by her touch to urge another pound of steam through the straining pipes. Her face, as expressionless 
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as the bulkhead behind her, and as ghastly white in colour, 

was turned up towards the sunlight, but she didn’t see me. 

From the top of her forehead down her face, completely  

closing one eye, trickled a wide black streak of fuel oil from a 

strained joint. That alone must have been agony. She had 

jammed her ears at first with oily waste to deaden the      

concussion and then tore it out again, for fear she would not 

hear some vital order from the bridge- not knowing that all 

communication with the bridge was cut. She was about all in 

at the end, but within an hour was full of beans and larking 

about and picking up spent bullets and   splinters. All about her by the way, the platform was littered with   

bullets that came down from the skylight.”  

Drummond herself recounted: “With the bombs, the machine gun fire and the engines of the plane, the noise 

was terrific and magnified even more in the enclosed space of the engine room. In fact, with all the noise   

going on, the engines seemed almost silent. 

Flying debris hit the main water service pipe to the main engine and scalding water began to gush out; the 

end of the speaking tube to the Bridge broke off, too. I had my ears stuffed with cotton waste to deaden the 

noise but pulled it out to hear the Captain’s orders. None came through. We were on our own. I got the       

engineers to open out the fuel injectors and the main steam throttle, and then I pointed to the door. 

“Get Out,” I shouted. By this time some oil from somewhere was running down my face and I could only see 

out of one eye. The engine was a hissing, bubbling inferno and everything that could shake or bang rattled 

like marbles in a drum. The ship must be doomed, I knew that by now. My duty was to keep the engines    

going as long as they would turn. For the rest of the crew their chance of safety lay in being outside and    

getting into the boats. Tommy hesitated then he too went and I was alone.” 

On 9 July 1941 the London Gazette recorded that Drummond “was 

an inspiration for the ship’s company, and her devotion to duty      

prevented for serious damage to the vessel.”  She was awarded an 

MBE for her courage under fire at sea By King George VI and the 

first woman to be awarded the Lloyds War medal for Bravery at Sea.  

In 1941 Drummond qualified as a Panamanian chief engineer. Unlike 

the British certification the Panamanian examination was a purely 

written exam without the gender of the candidate known to the     

examiners. Due to the demands of the war the British board of trade 

were granting Chief Engineer positions to experienced Second Engi-

neers by oral examinations. When Drummond requested an exam 

she was refused and told to get a shore job due to the dangers of 

war. Combat experienced Drummond firmly replied that numerous chief and other engineers she had served 

with lacked the nerve to cope while under enemy attack, and therefore the best service she could give was 

by Chief Engineer at sea. 

She continued serving throughout the war on a number of different ships and made both the highly danger-

ous Murmansk run to the Soviet Union through artic waters and the D-Day landings in Normandy. She       

endured at least one other Luftwaffe Condor attack where crew mates were killed and wounded by machine 

gun fire and came under at least one failed U-boat torpedo attack.  
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After the war Drummond worked as superintendent of shipbuilding in Dundee and Burntisland before she  

returned to sea working for various shipping lines. She was finally promoted to Chief Engineer by the        

Jebshun Shipping Company in 1959. Victoria Drummond retired in 1962 leaving the Liberty Ship Santa  

Granta in Hong Kong after a 40 year career. 

Victoria Drummond died Christmas Day 1978 and is buried where she was born, Megginch Castle,         

Perthshire, Scotland. 

Catherine Drummond-Herdman says of her great aunt, “I am deeply proud. She really was pushing the 

boundaries not only for herself but for other women enabling people to follow on behind.” 

 

Sources: 

Books 

Maiden Voyages: Magnificent Ocean Liners and the Women Who Traveled and Worked Aboard Them, by 

Sian Evans, St. Martin’s Press, 2021 

The Remarkable Life of Victoria Drummond, Marine Engineer, By Cherry Drummond, Institute of Marine Engi-

neers, 1994  (Excerpt)  

Websites: 

Victoria Drummond-National Library of Scotland 

Womenyoushouldknow.net  The Lady of the Engine Room: Victoria Drummond, Britian’s First Woman Marine 

Engineer 

Madeinperth.net Victoria Alexandrina Drummond- Marine Engineer 

Magnificent Women.co.uk  94. Victoria Drummond 

Minera Scientifica Victoria Drummond Marine Engineer  

ElsaRolle.com Queer Places: Errol Parish Graveyard Errol, Perth and Kinross Scotland 

Volunteer London Blog: Victoria Drummond- Pioneering Merchant Marine Sea Going Engineering Officer, 

First Female Member of the Institute of Marine Engineers...and London Borough of Lambeth Resident 

Naucher.blogspot.com Victoria Drummond (1894-1978) 

Undiscoveredscotland.co.uk Victoria Drummond: Biography on Undiscovered Scotland 

Borntoengineer.com Victoria Drummond Groundbreaking female engineer nominated for Scotland’s Hall of 

heros. 

Sirthomasplimptonfoundation.org  Victoria Drummond, Queen of the Engine Room 

National Records of Scotland: Victoria Drummond (1894-1978) 

Scottish Engineering Hall of Fame: Victoria Alexandria Drummond 

Scottish-places.info Overview of Victoria Drummond 

Scotsman.com Victoria Drummond Britian’s first female engineer 
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Mike's Real Fresh Guacamole 

By RADM Mike Allen 

Servings: 4 
    

Fresh made guacamole beats everything. This is very fast and simple to be enjoyed immediately like 

fine Andorian wine. 
        

Ingredients: 

2 just ripe avocados, cubed 

2 Tbls white or red onions, fine chop 

1-2 ripe Roma/Plum tomatoes, chopped (no seeds).  

2 Tbls fresh cilantro, fine chop 

1 Tbls fresh lime, juiced, no seeds 

1/8 tsp table salt or sea salt 

1/8 tsp garlic powder 

1/4 tsp mild jalapeños, fine chop  (optional) 

Dash of black pepper 
      

Instructions: 

• Half avocado and remove seed.  Using knife, put cross cuts into avocado meat across and down about 1/4 

inch apart. You don't need to be exact as this step helps remove meat and allows for easy mixing.  

• Spoon cut meat into a bowl. Cover cut avocado with white onion, chopped tomatoes, cilantro, jalapeños and 

lime juice. Sprinkle enough salt and garlic to taste or to cover the entire top.  

• Using large spoon, chop and mix by hand until semi smooth with tiny chucks of avocado throughout. Enjoy    

immediately. 
      

Notes: 

• Freshness will not last any longer than 3-6 hours unless you use the volcanic rock bowl or no-oxygen sealing 

bowl for guacamole, to extend a few more hours. Unfortunately refrigeration does not help extend freshness 

time. 

• You can use hard or slightly unripe avocados but it will be hard to smash by hand and flavor is bitter. 

• A ripe avocado will give when pressed with your fingers in your palm. Unripe will not move. I highly suggest   

testing your avocado each day to see how it changes.   

• If too ripe, cut out bad portions or toss it.    

• I like to use a ripe and semi ripe avocado to give the dip a chunky taste. 

• Fresh garlic does not work unless fully toasted or baked. 
      

Tips: 

• Never try to skin or peel an avocado. Use your large knife to cut in half around the internal seed. Twist each 

half to open. Use your knife to whack the exposed avocado seed and twist to remove the seed. You are ready 

to cube the meat in the skin. 

• Never let your avocados near your Nacelles as they will ripen in less than 3 minutes! Not Good! 

• Pairs well with Romulan Ale and Zagorinan Chips. 

• Very ripe avocados, but not rotten, are mixed with honey in Mexico as a desert which can be made into ice    

cream or creamy pudding. Experiment with spices like cinnamon, nutmeg and/or salt to enhance the flavor.  

• It's not true that guacamole is a good replacement for door sealing grease.  Don't try it! 



Orbital elements newsletter  the uss Katherine johnson  20 

 

 

 

Herstories 
by MCPO Maggie Restivo 

      

Lt. Rhys Moore, Ship's Historian, was supposed to be going over crewmember files when his    

office door buzzed; he hastily hid the book he was reading underneath his data padd. 

 

 “Enter!” 

 

 Rhys looked up to see his friend, Julien Bouchard, usher in the young Communications 

Ensign, Liadzee Milag-Rixx. 

 

 “Go on, Zee,” Julien said softly. “I can vouch for Rhys. He won't bite...” 

  

 “Unlike you,” said Zee, chuckling, as she walked in alongside Julien.  

 

 Rhys sat back and angled his long legs atop the desk, crossing them at the ankles.  

 

 “You've caught me on a break,” he said to Julien, a slight frown on his handsome face. 

“This had better be important, Jules.” 

 

 Julien blushed and sat down next to Zee, who was looking at the ancient print book that 

Rhys had tried to hide, trying not to giggle.  

 

 “Well?”  

 

 “It's Zee....” Julien said, and then nudged her with his elbow. “I told her you might be able 

to help her. Ever since she's been getting her memories back, she's also been getting memories 

back of things that happened...well...not to her, exactly, but to...uh...the people who had her symbi-

ont inside them...and she's heard that you know about a lot of different planets, about their        

histories and culture, so....” 

 

 “Hosts, Jules. They are called previous hosts.” She looked nervously at Rhys. “Of my sym-

biont, I mean....memories of the previous lives of my hosts. Most joined trills can call them up at 

will, those memories, but....because of....well....” 
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“Your early childhood, when you were being held captive by the Borg, you mean? Those memories 

got very deeply submerged into your subconscious, I would imagine,” replied Rhys, and he nodded. 

“I've got your file right here,” he added, looking at the data padd.  

    

 “Yes,” Zee said, and looked at Julien, embarrassed. “Jules, would you mind if....” 

    

 “Of course not,” Julien replied, as he rose and smiled at her. “I am glad that....my mistakes are 

forgiven, Liadzee, and that we are friends now.” 

     

Zee smiled back at him. “Well...if the Captain Admiral does not hold a grudge...and since your friend 

here was able to broker a truce between Q and my Loki....and if Loki can forgive you? Well...surely I 

can, too.”  

     

 Julien gave a sigh of relief, and left them. Rhys nodded to him as he went out the door, and 

then steepled his hands in front of him. “Now, Ensign, what exactly is it you wish of me?”  

         

 Zee smiled, shyly. “I would like to write down my memories of the past lives of my hosts, as 

many as I can remember, and then give them to you, to perhaps....put them down in my file, I         

suppose.” She sighed, wistfully. “I wish I could write as well as she did. That ancient Welsh author. I 

have seen you reading that book before, but you never let anyone touch it. I understand why – it is 

ancient, and print books are so rare...but....I was wondering if you would let me look at it, just a few 

pages....to see how she did it, writing in poetry like that, and so beautifully....” Zee craned her neck to 

look at the leather book on Rhys' desk and her eyes got big and innocent. “Please, Lieutenant 

Moore? I promise I won't hurt it...”  

      

 Rhys smiled, wryly. “If I say no, what then? Are you going to call on that Asgardian boyfriend 

of yours?” 

        

 A sudden flash of light erupted in the room. 

      

 “Actually, I was already here,” drawled Loki, pushing Rhys' legs aside on the desk, planting his 

hip on the edge, and leaning over to grab the book, over Rhys' objections. 

          

 “Now, see here, Loki, you can't just come in here and – “ sputtered Rhys, as Loki looked at 

the cover of the rather small leather book, so old that its once red leather was now a dark brown and 

the formerly gold lettering was an even duller brown. 

        

 “Hmmm....” mused Loki, “I think I like this book already! Check out the title, Dearest – “The 

Shapely Rump Chronicles” by Margaret Anwyl Dduwies Rhiannon.  

     

 “That is a very long name,” said Zee. “Is Rhiannon a surname?” 
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 Rhys and Loki laughed. “No, Dearest,” Loki said to her, “ 'Anwyl Dduwies' is Welsh for 

'beloved of goddess'. This Margaret was a worshipper of the Welsh Goddess Rhiannon, apparently.” 

He turned a few pages, and looked at Rhys. “I hope you will let her look at this, Rhys. It will help her. 

She truly does want to write down her memories of her previous hosts' lives, and...” He sighed. “Yes, 

I could tell her things, as I lived those memories along with her previous hosts, as they were all my 

Mates, but....” Loki smiled and kissed the top of Zee's head. “It is far better for my 'Mini Minx' here...to 

remember them on her own, with no help from me. This is her journey; I am just here for support.” 

      

 Rhys smiled and pushed Loki's hip off the desk. “Oh, for pity's sake. Take the book and enjoy 

it, Ensign....” He looked at Zee, whose face was now glowing with happiness as Loki gave her the 

book.  

     

She held it gently and said, “I do wish you would call me 'Zee,' Lieutenant Moore, nearly everyone 

does...except for Julien. He's still so shy around me – “ she said, and stroked Loki's cheek, as He 

scowled slightly. “With good reason, yes, but...that's 'water under the bridge' as they say. If you would 

rather call me 'Liadzee,' that is fine, too, but....” Zee giggled. “It's so formal. Only my late  Mother  
called me that...and now, Julien. So...?”  

     

 Rhys smiled. “Zee it is, then...if you will also call me 'Rhys.'” 

     

 “Oh, yes, Rhys!” nodded Zee, practically bounding out of his office, and dragging a chuckling 

Loki behind her.  

     

 “I hope you will share your poems with me, when you write them!” Rhys called after her, as 

Zee laughed and said that yes, she certainly would.  

     

 A few days later, Loki sat in Rhys' office as Rhys looked over Zee's poems. Rhys whistled in 

appreciation.  

     

 “I know you said Zee loved poetry, Loki, but....I didn't realize she could do this!”  

     

 Loki shrugged, but the deity was practically glowing with pride in his Beloved.  

      

 “Naomi taught her. She's half-Japanese, and when she heard that Zee loved poetry, and many 

of Earth's peoples and cultures, she decided to teach her Haiku. Turns out my Zee has quite the gift 

for it.” 

      

 “Yes! It's too bad there aren't more of them. I see only about five here.” 

 

 Loki grinned. “Oh, she's written many....once the memories started, it was like a floodgate had 

opened, but...I told her not to drown you in them. She gave me five of the ones she liked the best, the 

ones that truly resonated with her...but there are many others, I assure you. She told me to tell you 

that if you like these, she will give you more of them and you can add them to her file.” 
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“Has she finished 'The Shapely Rump Chronicles?'  

 

 Loki grinned. “Yes...but I would ask you if she may keep it for a bit longer. She is trying to 

write her own book, and is thinking of calling it, “Asleep at the Switchboard: The Shapely Rump 

Chronicles of a Starfleet Communications Officer.”  

 

 Rhys laughed. “She does like her old 20th century history of Earth, doesn't she?” 

 

 Loki nodded. “Yes. All those old vids of...tv shows and movies.” He smiled and stood.  

 

 “I'll be off, then. Be sure and let her know how you like them, hmm?” With a bow and a wide 

grin, Loki sauntered off, this time actually exiting by the door.  

 

 Rhys settled back comfortably in his chair, and began to read.... 
 

                 “Herstories”  

    by Ensign Liadzee Miliag-Rixx 
      

    “She stood with her back  

    to the battlements and then, 

    hope gone, fell backwards.” 
    

    “Midwifery was 

    her calling; fey she was 

    so they killed her.” 
     

    “The troop, surrounded. 

    Would fresh troops arrive in time? 

    The siege continued.” 
 

    “Her writing was gone. 

    Burned up in flames, it was. 

    Colleagues envious.” 
 

    “Science was her god. 

    Too bad she was a woman. 

    Others took the praise.” 
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Rhys finished entering her poems into her file, and then called her and Loki on his computer.  
 

 “You said you had more of these? I'd be very interested in reading them!” 
 

 Zee and Loki appeared on the viewscreen. “Yes, there are many, many more,” she replied. 
 

 Rhys was stunned. “I know that we El-Aurians can live for hundreds of years, but....just how 

many past lives did your symbiont have???” He ran his fingers through his thick, chesnut hair and 

whistled. “It must be ancient!!”  
 

 Zee looked at Loki, who looked sad, and yet proud. “Loki told me it....she...is one of the most 

ancient symbionts found on Trill. He will tell you a great deal more, if you like.” She pouted a bit. 

“Hmph. Most likely he will tell you far more than he has so far told me. These memories that I wrote 

down in the poems....” she paused, looking for the right words to explain to him what she was going 

through, in her quest to remember all of her hosts' lives. “These memories...they are more like...very 

fast flashes....visions in my head....that I see. Sometimes I don't see things, I just know them. Like, 

they 'pop' into my head, and I don't know why.” 
 

 “Well,” Rhys said, smiling, “however they come, Zee, you really need to write them down. You 

will want – “  
 

 “A permanent record!” said Zee and Loki simultaneously, and they looked at each other and 

burst out laughing.  
 

 Zee was the first to recover her composure. She reassured Rhys that she would make sure to 

send any further poems his way. Loki nudged her then, and she giggled. 
 

 “Oh, Loki wants to know...can I keep 'The Shapely Rump Chronicles' a bit longer? 

We..um...we are really enjoying it.”  
 

 Rhys sighed. “Well, perhaps....” and then saw a particular face appear in the room behind Zee 

and Loki. “Is that Mac I see in the room, behind you?” 
 

 Loki nodded. “Yes.” 
 

 “Bring that book back here at once!” 
 

 When Zee and Loki asked why, Rhys shook his head and chuckled. “Because no print book is 

safe from her! My many, many times Great-Grandaughter is a menace to them! Do you know how of-

ten she has returned them with.....” Rhys practically sputtered. “Coffee rings on them!???”  

 

Loki looked over his shoulder at Mac, and then bent his head to mutter in Zee's ear, “ 'Many, many 

times Great-Grandaughter? I knew El-Aurians were quite old, but I didn't realize they were practically 

immortal!” 
 

 Zee muttered back, “When he first got that book, in the ancient medieval times, he says he 

was quite young...at least, he told Julien that. Maybe he traveled back in time...” 
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 Loki chortled. “He looks almost as young as I do!”  
 

 Rhys drew himself up. “I am hundreds of years old, if you must know...but, yes, I do look 

young. I tell people who don't know my history that I am 35....” 
 

 “And holding –“ Zee giggled, while Loki leaned against her, laughing and continuing, “on for 

dear life!”  
 

 “IF you two have FINISHED...” Rhys said, glacially (the twinkle in his hazel eyes giving him 

away), “I have real work to do. Send Mac away, and then bring me back my precious book.” 
 

 Mac looked up at that minute, a beer bottle in her hand, as she bent over a table by Zee's so-

fa. “What's that, many times Great Gramps? Didn't quite hear ya; I'm too busy leafing through this 

book of yours!”  
 

 As Rhys could be heard faintly yelling in the background, Mac chuckled and looked at Zee's 

backside, and then winked at Loki. “You're right. She does have a 'shapely rump', that 'Mini Minx' of 

yours!”  
 

 Loki grabbed the book just before Zee's well-timed pillow hit Mac... 

The Shapely 

Rump Chronicles 

By  

Margaret Anwyl  

Dduwies Rhiannon 
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A Tale of Two Ships 
 

Hi everyone, your Chief of Engineering here, and I am returning with a REQUEST! 

 

With the new season of Picard just out, we all saw that the magnificent U.S.S. Stargazer NCC-82893 was the 

focus of the first episode. But what do we know about this new starship and how does it stack up to its prede-

cessor? Well, let's find out together. 

 

But let's start at the beginning. It is the year 2275 and under the label of experimental status, the USS       

Constellation NX-1974 was commissioned. This being the first ship of the series going forward, the classifica-

tion would be called The Constellation class, with the rest of its sister ships coming onto the screen right on 

its heels (A fun fact: the USS Constellation - a Sloop-of-war built in 1797  is located right here in our state at 

the Inner Harbor in Baltimore). In 2276 construction of the USS Stargazer NCC-2893 began. We all know 

what happened with it, so I will spare you all the details but it is picked up in a bunch of novels and returned to 

the Federation in the TNG episode “The Battle”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Let us now fast-forward to star date 2401 and we are introduced to the USS Stargazer NCC-82893 with “No 

bloody A, B or C” in the name. This new type of ship is called the Sagan Class, named after Carl Sagan who 

an American astronomer, planetary scientist, cosmologist, astrophysicist, astrobiologist, author, and science 

communicator- a proper class name for the Stargazer. We first see this ship in Picard season 2 Episode 1 

(The Star Gazer) as it has been assigned to investigate a recently appeared spatial anomaly. This ship is inter-

esting as it is so new that there is not a lot of information on it being that it was only in operations for a little 

more than a year.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planetary_scientist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physical_cosmology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrophysics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrobiology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_communicator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_communicator
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Typically I would have covered all the ins and outs of the ship but 

instead I want to do kind of a side by side comparison. Clearly we 

know that the Sagan class is far superior to the Constellation Class 

but to what degree? Well let's find out together.  

I am not going to get into their size. Needless to say the Sagan Class 

is larger than the Constellation class. The warp core of the Constella-

tion was a single output with 2 accompanying reactors to offset the 

power needs, also impulse engine control was located there. Side 

note: the original Constellation had Avidyne engines that were      

utilized in the construction during the late 23rd Century.  Geordi La 

Forge spent time researching these engines and noting, that by the standards of a Galaxy-class starship, 

"They're archaic. Touchy." (TNG: "Peak Performance"). The ship could reach warp 9. The Ship boosted 6 

phaser emitters and 6 torpedo launchers with  2 shuttle craft tucked into it’s small hull.  

On the other hand, NCC-82893's biggest asset from Picard season 1 and the Artifact (Borg Cube), is how they 

incorporated all of their discoveries on that cube into this ship. So I as go down the line here just remember 

everything has been “Borged out”. The Sagan class sported a single warp core with 2 accompanying         

reactors. The ship could reach warp 9.99999 and maintain emergency speed for 8 hours. The -8 had 360   

degree phaser coverage from all points and was outfitted with both photon and quantum torpedo launchers. 

The ship had multiphasic shielding. The Shuttle deck was on deck 7 but we do not know how many shuttle 

craft it carried, I would think at least 2 at a minimum.  

I wish I had more info to give you but this ship is so new that basic stats do not exist yet. And even though I 

can give you all the stats on the Constellation Class, that ship is a museum ship and not in service and really 

this entire thing was to help show off the new Stargazer. So with that said here are some more pics, ENJOY!   

      LTJG John Price, Chief of Engineering 

 

https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Galaxy_class
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Star_Trek:_The_Next_Generation
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Peak_Performance_(episode)
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[ Editor's note: 

There seems to be some Picard-induced confusion about the new Stargazer ship. This is from Memory Alpha: 

The dialogue about this Stargazer in "The Star Gazer" was slightly confusing: although Jean-Luc Picard says 

the ship he was captain of was "not this Stargazer", he also refers to the ship as a refit, which traditionally 

would refer to an older ship being rebuilt with new technology. In an interview with TrekMovie.com, Star Trek: 

Picard showrunner Terry Matalas was asked whether the new Stargazer was an entirely new ship, or a refit 

of Picard's original Stargazer. He said: 

"Like the TMP Enterprise, it’s a massively updated refit. I like to think of it as the story of the broom: If one day 

you replace the handle, and another day the brush, is it still the same broom? We thought of it as a vessel 

endlessly repaired and upgraded, brought in-line with current-future tech, so that somewhere underneath all 

the lights and polish are the bones of Picard’s original ship. Does it make sense? I don’t know. But I sure like 

the spirit of it."  

Since Rios' Stargazer has a different registry and ship class from the USS Stargazer, Memory Alpha is treating 

it as a different ship. The observation lounge on the Stargazer contained models of three ships: the Radiant-

class Stargazer, Picard's Constellation-class Stargazer, and Rios' Sagan-class ship. } 

 

 

https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/The_Star_Gazer_(episode)
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Star_Trek:_Picard
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Star_Trek:_Picard
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Terry_Matalas
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Stargazer_(NCC-2893)
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Enterprise_(NCC-1701)#Return_to_Spacedock
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Stargazer_(NCC-2893)
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Radiant_class
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Radiant_class
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Stargazer_(23rd_century)
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Constellation_class
https://memory-alpha.fandom.com/wiki/Sagan_class
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SPOTTING FAKES PRODUCTS ONLINE! 

By LCDR Rick Brocato 

From the Security Chief’s Desk . . .  

In the last newsletter issue we discussed how to keep your home safe from 

break-ins. We also learned what to do in case your house was burglarized. In 

this article we will discuss an important personal safety issue—how to spot 

fake products on the internet and avoid buying them.  

There’s a growing risk that the brand you buy on the internet is actually a 

fake - a knockoff! According to a report by ARRP, “U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection . . . seized $1.9 billion worth of knockoff goods in a recent seven-

month period — up from $1.3 billion in the prior full year. The items seized 

most often . . . included handbags, wallets, clothing, footwear, watches,     

jewelry and electronics like headphones and smartwatches.”1 Counterfeit 

items can even include pharmaceuticals or batteries. “Unlike a knockoff    

accessory, these counterfeit products can threaten consumers’ health and 

safety, with some counterfeit pharmaceuticals containing incorrect amounts of active ingredients and some 

counterfeit batteries overheating and causing fires.”2  

At one time or another, if you shop online frequently you have probably been burned by some of your       

purchases. Fake products can be hard to spot. Protect yourself from “buyer’s remorse” by learning how 

can you tell a fake product from a legitimate one when doing your online shopping. Here are a few tips from   

Consumer Reports: 

1) Research the seller. Before you click buy, make sure you know who the seller really is—and if it's a 

third-party vendor, check out the company.  

2) Be wary of discounts. Find the item’s current retail price by checking authorized retailers—they are  

often listed on the brand’s website. If a third-party seller is selling a new product for less than the estab-

lished price, that could be an indication that it’s a fake.  

3) Scan the customer reviews. If you look closely, you may see reviews that are wildly different for 

the same product, which could be due to quality control issues, durability issues, and different customer    

experiences—or this could signal a problem.  

4) Examine the product’s packaging. Compare the brand logo with the one pictured on the compa-

ny’s website. Misspellings and differences in design could mean you’re getting a fake good.  

5) Know the hallmarks of the real product. Before you shop online, get familiar with the product ’s    

appearance, including the brand markings and any unique features. "Counterfeits may use different ma-

terials, such as imitation leather, or cheap hardware," says Kimberly Gianapoulos, director at the Gov-

ernment Accountability Office.3   

A final word about buying online. Unfortunately, folks often make the mistake of never doing a sim-

ple investigation before purchasing from on a new or unfamiliar website. To be able to get an idea about the  
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website, do a Google search and see if you can find negative reviews about the website in question. One of 

the most trusted sites to find scam reports and reviews is ripoffreport.com just add the website URL or name 

to find reviews. Finally, try to buy from legitimate websites (like Google, Amazon, eBay, Etsy) or direct from 

the manufacturer. And if they are selling through third-party vendors - check them out before pushing that 

BUY button! 

NOTES: 

1) 6 Tips to Avoid Buying Fake Products <https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2021/avoid-counterfeit-

products.html> 

2) Don't get scammed: OSPIRG calls attention to fake items and reviews <https://fox4kc.com/news/how-to-spot-

counterfeit-products-and-fake-reviews-online/>  

3) How to Avoid Buying Counterfeit Products Online <https://www.consumerreports.org/online-shopping/how-to-avoid-

buying-counterfeit-products-online/> 

4) How to Know if a Website is Safe to Buy from: Simple Verification Steps <https://trustiko.com/how-to-know-if-a-

website-is-safe-to-buy-from/#h-tips-for-secure-online-shopping> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Security Department… 

responsible for the safety and well-being of the ship's crew, guests, and equipment.” 

https://www.ripoffreport.com/
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2021/avoid-counterfeit-products.html
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2021/avoid-counterfeit-products.html
https://fox4kc.com/news/how-to-spot-counterfeit-products-and-fake-reviews-online/
https://fox4kc.com/news/how-to-spot-counterfeit-products-and-fake-reviews-online/
https://www.consumerreports.org/online-shopping/how-to-avoid-buying-counterfeit-products-online/
https://www.consumerreports.org/online-shopping/how-to-avoid-buying-counterfeit-products-online/
https://trustiko.com/how-to-know-if-a-website-is-safe-to-buy-from/#h-tips-for-secure-online-shopping
https://trustiko.com/how-to-know-if-a-website-is-safe-to-buy-from/#h-tips-for-secure-online-shopping
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10 E-Z NET TIPS on how you 

can avoid buying fake products 

on the internet.  

 

U.S.S. KATHERINE JOHNSON 
SECURITY & SAFETY BULLETIN 

2022.04 
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Star Trek and All Related Marks and Logos are Trademarks of CBS Studios, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 
 
The USS Katherine Johnson Newsletter “Orbital Elements” is intended for the private use of 
our members. STARFLEET holds no claims to any trademarks, copyrights, or properties held 
by CBS Studios nor Paramount Pictures. All content from Star Trek including still images and 
character names is the property of Paramount Pictures Corporation and CBS Studios, Inc. and 
no infringement is intended. STARFLEET The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc. 
operates as a non-profit fan club and is committed to promoting Star Trek. 
 
Orbital Elements is published quarterly close to the end of every three months and the dead-
line for submissions is usually one week before the publication date. The Newsletter Editor 
and Communications Chief is John Lee. If you have any submissions, corrections, comments, 
or constructive criticisms, please send them to: jalvinlee0815@gmail.com.  All  articles and 
informative items are welcome. 


