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Hello Everybody! 

Welcome to the latest issue of "Orbital Elements". Last issue, we had snow  

flurries and frost warnings; as I'm writing this, we anticipate a heat index over 

100 degrees. The USS KJ has had a busy couple of months. 

First, we welcome our newest crew member, CRR Melissa Blaner, daughter of 

CMO Mo. Melissa is very involved in cosplay, and has joined the Medical      

Division. We look forward to seeing her at future ship events.  

For promotions, John Price was promoted to Lieutenant, and Rick Brocato was promoted to Com-

mander. Just a reminder about keeping track of promotion points, especially if they are events not 
recorded from group events or in the STARFLEET Database. 

On May 22nd, the USS KJ sent an Away Team down to the Regal in Rockville to see the Director's 

Edition of Star Trek: The Motion Picture, which surprisingly had less motionless and more Vulcan cry-

ing. It was definitely an improvement. Afterwards, the Away Team took the long road getting to the 

Red Robin just a few blocks away.  

On May 29th, XO John and CMO Mo held a Memorial Day Picnic at their home. A good time was had 

by all. 

Strange New Worlds has come and gone this season. Most of the individual episodes were exception-
al, however, the underlining arc for the season has elicited mixed responses. Nonetheless, the 

breakout character, by far, was Captain Pike’s hair. We have a wait until the next Trek series, which 

will be Lower Decks on August 25th. 

On the fanfic side, there has been an reorganization of the ship in terms of a Luna-Class Starship, with 

Starfleet and Civilian characters added to the existing persona bios. Of the 350 crewmembers, there 

are 20 personas written out. This has helped flesh out background as the stories of the Luna-Class 

USS KJ are being written. It shows quite the literary talent of our little crew.  The stories, personas, 

and ship’s organization are in the Members Only area on the ship’s website, usskatherinejohn-
son.com. If you have questions, reach out to Webby Rick Brocato. 

Both within the ship and in fanfic, CMDR Rick Brocato is the new Chief of Operations with Communi-

cation under him, and CMO Mo Lee, as Chief Medical Officer, has Counseling under that division. 

LTJG Art Reid is the new Security Chief. 

After three years, Shore Leave returned to in-person on July 15th to the 17th at the Hunt Valley Inn. It 

was wonderful seeing everyone together after so long. A third of the crew attended the Region 7 

Meeting on Saturday. Certificates were handed out for the 2021 awards (including CO of the Year and 

Website of the Year) with the actual awards being presented at the R7 Conference at Cherry Hill, NJ, 
to be held in late October. The USS KJ supplied a Starfleet banner for use by the Region 7 Recruiting 

Table with great success.  

While at Shore Leave, I discovered there was another Star Trek group in Frederick. The USS Mono-

cacy is part of the West-Coast based organization, Star Trek:The Fleet. They launched this past Feb-

ruary. In addition to fandom and charity work, they have a niche for cosplay. At Shore Leave, they had 

a green screen setup for pictures. Hopefully, we can arrange for some intership activities in the near 

future. Their website is https://www.ussmonocacy.com. 
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Speaking of inter-ship activities, the USS Banneker is also interested in getting together with us. It’s 

hopeful we can have joint away-missions with the mothership as well. 

Frederick Comic-Con was held Sunday July 17th at the Clarion Inn. Unfortunately, that was the Sun-
day of Shore Leave, so there was no USS KJ presence. Next one will be in November.  

The virtual 2022 STARFLEET International Conference will be held on August 12th and 13th, where 

Annual Awards and online panels from around the Fleet will be given. Registration and other infor-

mation at https://sfi-vic.com/. 

As I am typing this, a  trip to the Udvar-Hazy Center in Virginia is planned for the 30th of July. Carpool-

ing will be coordinated by Counselor Liz Gorman at her place in Rockville. 

The USS KJ Anniversary Picnic will be held on Sunday August 28th, at CMO Mo's and XO John's 

home. Watch for what foods and goods to bring.  Not only are we celebrating our second year since 
Commissioning, it’s been a year since we launched as a Luna-Class, with everyone happy staying as 

Luna class for a while (....I hope!) 

The 40th Anniversary of Star Trek: Wrath of Khan, will be shown Labor Day Weekend. The USS KJ will 

see TWOK on Sunday, September 4th at the Regal Germantown at 4 PM. 

In STARFLEET News, there will be an election for Commander, STARFLEET (President of SFI) this 

year. Four candidates have received nominations to qualify for election. In addition, there will be an 

Amendment to the STARFLEET Constitution for the membership to vote on. Information will be availa-

ble in the August Communique, which will be available when ready through the Starfleet Database , 
and will be disseminated through the USS KJ List and the USS KJ FB Messenger Group. Information 

will also include how to vote and the deadline for voting.  

A reminder that our monthly Zoom meetings are held on the third Saturday of the month at 4 PM ET. 

To those that are interested in generating avatars for Facebook, fanfic, and newsletter articles, there 

are two resources: 

Starfleetson: https://picrew.me/image_maker/608028 

Trekkietar: https://trekkietar.framiq.com/ 

Finally, I just want to note that a posthumous autobiography of Katherine Johnson was released in 
hardcover last year, titled "My Remarkable Journey: A Memoir". The paperback version was released 

May 31st, and is available through your favorite book outlets. 

This little Coffee Talk took a bit longer and more involved than anticipated, and it reflects the           

increased activity and events our little ship has been involved in the past few months. We have a lot of 

members contributing in various ways and means, and it’s a bit of pride and humbleness that I take. I 

just send in the reports to Fleet – the rest of you keep the chapter chugging along. One again, thanks 

for your contributions, whatever level they are.   

As always, be safe, keep healthy, and stay cool. Hit it! 

 

       Little CO Captain Admiral Guy  
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Hi There Shippies!  

Shore Leave 2022 was a lot more lively than Farpoint back in the Winter. I'm 

really proud of our crew- not just for the awards we came away with, but just 
in terms of our participation. I mean, sure, CO of the Year and Best Website is 

pretty awesome for a Ship that has only been commissioned for 2 years. But 

a full third of our crew was present.  I can't say for certain, but I believe that 

we probably had more crew members at Shore Leave than any other Ship in 7th Fleet! And I'm 

including Ships that are closer to Hunt Valley than we are.  I don't know if the "Higher Ups" in 

Region 7 have taken notice or not, but I have and I think you guys are great! 

Just in time to make the Newsletter, I've included pictures of our Away Mission to the Udvar-

Hazy Annex (National Air & Space Museum), next to Dulles Airport in Chantilly, VA. Our OPS 

Officer, Rick, stuffed 6 of us into his Shuttle and chauffeured us. He earned the title Steely-eyed 
Missile Man for his ability to coolly navigate through heavy traffic with all of us creating mayhem, 

and the added distraction of a GPS avatar that wouldn't quit issuing directions- even when we 

were in the parking lot! Here you go: 

 

 

Inside group picture in front of Steven F. Udvar-Hazy himself! 

Outdoors group picture in front of the museum 

Bell X-1 - moved temporarily from the downtown location. But a 
lot closer, since it was originally hanging from the ceiling 

Nieuport 28 - French fighter plane from WWI 
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Outdoors group picture in front of the museum 

Loki Rocket! Who knew? 

Maggie in front of an F-4 Phantom II - the same type of plane her Father flew during the Vietnam War. 
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Close-up of the cockpit of the Shuttle Discovery 

Old computers - maybe some that Dorothy Vaughan worked 
with? 

F6F Hellcat, WWII Naval Fighter, above the B-29 Superfortress  

"Enola Gay", the plane that ended the war. 

Curtiss P-40 Warhawk - named "Lope's Hope" after Donald Lopez, 
WWII Ace, author of "Into the Teeth of the Tiger" and former 

Director of the National Air & Space Museum. This isn't the actual 
plane he flew, though.  
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Congratulations to LCDR Rick Brocato for being promoted to Commander. CMDR Brocato also was 
awarded a Bachelor of Federation Studies Degree in Starfleet Academy! 

Congratulations to LTJG Art Reid for being awarded the Ex Astris Scientia Award 1st Class for complet-
ing 40 Academy Courses. 

Congratulations to ENS Garry Hickman for being awarded the Ex Astris Scientia Award 4th Class for 
completing 10 Academy courses. 

Welcome to new member Melissa Braner! 
     

Birthdays to celebrate this quarter: 

  John Lee………………….. Aug 15 Thor Halvorsen ……………. Sept 6  

  Maggie Restivo …………… Sept 2  Geoffrey Burns ……………   Sept 15 

  Alice Brocato ………………  Sept 4  Elizabeth Gorman ………….  Oct 12 

        Olivia Allan ………………….  Oct 25 
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                    By Chief Medical Officer 

                          Maureen Mehrtens Lee, MS, BSN, RN 
 

Summertime!  Sunshine… beaches… ballgames… BBQ’s…  Outside events and outside weather!  Can be 
accompanied by some unpleasant extras:  heat cramps, heat exhaustion, heat stroke, sunburn and dehy-
dration.  Let’s spend a couple of minutes catching you up on these summertime hazards and bringing you 
up to speed on how to recognize and prevent them. 

Exercising outside in hot and humid weather sets you up for several problems.  Whether it is sunny or overcast, you are at risk for 
sunburn.  Be sure to use sunscreen to protect all your exposed areas of skin, EVEN WHEN YOU CANNOT SEE THE SUN, because 
those UV rays will reach you! EVERYONE needs sunscreen, even dark skinned individuals. You want to use a sunscreen that     
protects against UVA and UVB rays, and has an SPF between 30 and 50.  Sunscreen, even water resistant types, need to be reap-
plied every two hours.  Keep that in mind to avoid coming home looking like a lobster.  Creams are recommended over sprays as 
you can control the coverage of a cream better than a spray.  Sunscreen is not recommended for children less than 6 months of 
age.  They should be dressed in appropriate light clothing and kept in the shade. 

Another summertime challenge – hydration!  We’ve all heard the old adage, “Drink eight cups of water a day.”  Depending on 
how hard you are exercising, you could need more than that.  Eight cups a day will keep you hydrated, but you should be hydrat-
ed before you even start.  If you are going to be exercising outdoors, plan on consuming 16-20 oz. of water BEFORE you start and 
have at least 4 oz. every 15 minutes while you exercise.  Your fluids don’t have be all water, but drinking fluids with sugars and 
corn syrup can disrupt your natural blood sugar.  The artificial sweeteners in diet sodas have been linked to weight gains.  You 
can try adding lemon, cucumber, or other fruit slices to your water to add natural flavoring without all the extra sugar.  If you 
wait until you’re thirsty to drink, you’re already dehydrated!  If you’re exercising outdoors, rehydrating with an electrolyte drink 
may be the smartest bet, especially if you have been sweating heavily.  You may also need an appropriate recovery snack when 
you are done. 

When exercising outdoors in hot weather, it’s important that you pay attention to what your body is telling you.  It’s easy to   
become overheated and succumb to heat-related illness.  If you become noticeably flushed, are sweating, and your legs are 
cramping, you are likely having heat cramps and should STOP what you are doing, REST, loosen your clothing, drink fluids and 
recover.  If you choose to continue to push yourself, and you start sweating profusely, and develop thirst, fatigue, headache,  
dizziness, nausea or vomiting, you’ve progressed to heat exhaustion.  At this point a person should get out of the heat to lie 
down in a cool place, loosen or remove outer clothing, cool down with a cool water spray or wet cloths on the forehead/body 
and drink a carbohydrate-electrolyte drink, such as a sports drink, to promote rehydration. (Other beverages, such as 2% milk 
and coconut water, are also effective.) If a carbohydrate-electrolyte drink is not available, have some water.  Failure to recognize 
and intervene at this point could lead to heat stroke – a medical emergency – where the skin is flushed and very hot to the touch, 
sweating has usually stopped, the person is breathing fast, complains of headache and dizziness, and has confusion, irrational 
behavior, and possible convulsions or unresponsiveness.  

At this point, CALL 9-1-1. Move the victim to a cool place. Remove outer clothing. Immediately cool the victim with any means at 
hand, preferably by immersing the victim up to the neck in cold water (with the help of a second rescuer). Use a swimming pool if 
one is available.  If immersion in cold water is not possible, place the victim in a cold shower or move to a cool area and cover as 
much of the body as possible with cold, wet towels. Do not try to force the victim to drink liquids. Monitor the victim’s breathing 
and be ready to give CPR if needed.    

Hopefully, we’ll never get to the point of needing to treat heat stroke.  Summer days should be fun!  But even when it is, don’t 
push it.  Nothing’s so much fun that it needs to end with a trip to the ER!  Look out for each other and be safe! 

       LLAP!   : )   Mo 

                                   HEAT AND OTHER SUMMERTIME HAZARDS 
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Once Again I want to remind everyone: I am NOT an actual  mental 

health professional. I just roleplay one for this Fake Space Navy. For  

actual help with mental health issues, you can go to: National Alliance on 

Mental Illness [ https://www.nami.org/home ], Call the NAMI Helpline at: 

800-950-NAMI or text "NAMI" to 741741.    

If you need help finding someone to talk to: 

https://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html, https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-

find-a-therapist , and https://www.betterhelp.com/about/ are some options you can use to 

help you.  It’s okay to not be okay, and it’s okay to need help. It’s out there, and you’re not 

alone.   

 The National Suicide Hotline, as of July 16, is now 988.  Call it or text it, trained counselors 

will be there 24-7 to help you. 

 

 As I write this, the temperature is set to get up to 98 degrees and the humidity will be 

at record levels. Shore Leave will be over and several of our friends have tested positive for 

COVID-19. [I am taking my own test as I write this. Negative!]  It was good to see everyone 

again, but yet...I wasn’t as ready as I thought I was. Or maybe the convention wasn’t ready. 

Or something. 

  

I’m a little disappointed that I didn’t see everyone that I wanted to see, but I’m not angry at 

myself for “not lasting the whole day.” Cons aren’t supposed to be marathons you endure, 

they’re fun activities.  And if expectations don’t always get fulfilled, that’s okay too. I’ve been 

to a lot of conventions by now, and I expect to be at some more in my life. I’m also getting 

older, so I can’t be the wild young thing that stays up late. I have to learn what is worth my 

energy and what isn’t. Being disappointed in myself is not worth any energy. 

 

 That’s today’s lesson, folks. Learning what’s worth your energy and what isn’t. Now I 

need to get the Ewoks out of my freezer before their fur sticks to the sides. 

 

        Counselor Out. 

Counselor's Corner Summer 2022 
By LCDR Elizabeth Gorman 

Ship's Counselor 

 

https://www.nami.org/home
https://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html
https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist
https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist
https://www.betterhelp.com/about/
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Query Unto the Stars 
By  Ensign Thor Halvorsen 

Upon this Summer Solstice, clouds linger in sky, 
pitting of recent rain pot-mark the soil, 
strange texture to this wind-scraped landscape, 
akin to a whetted stucco finish applied verily, 
 
Crickets, birds and insects flurry about,  
meandering, busy upon their pursuit of gathering,  
foraging in greenery,  however brief, 
while from depth the predatory snake rises, 
pushed from its burrow by influx of rain,  
now hunting, 
 
Birds circle the air currents, swooping & gliding 
past, 
cries echo along the hills, reflecting in mirror reply 
ravens announce the weather to come once  
more on horizon, 
building, rising like hot air balloons 
stretched to horizons 
 
Damp earth smell fills all senses, fresh, 
mineral-filled fragrance 
tracks left now linger, a red-earth etch-a-sketch  
frozen in time, 
until the next rain resets the slate of clay 
& earth anew 
a most Martian landscape, wild, appearing 
barren yet alive, so alive 
 

 This is my solace upon this solstice, stars 
 strewn to far reaches, 
 lightning bugs of the heavens, I stand 
 transfixed in their glimmer 
 knowing full well I am but a similar 
 flicker on their horizon on Earth, 
 we are all a blink-and-you-miss-it flicker 
 to the cosmos it seems, 
 
 A symphony in blue, white and dazzling 
 reds, greens and hues abounds, 
 carpeted in high contrast, just out of reach 
 of touch but not sight, 
 squint and you'll see more details, more 
 stars, and rainbows' slant 
 or grab a telescope and literally peer into 
 another world, galaxies 
 
 Inspiration abounds, maybe you'll be lucky 
 and discover one, name one! 
 Strive and understand, we are many yet a  
 morsel of the collection of stars 
 we truly only touched the surface of 
 discovery, exploration, understanding 
 like Star Trek's premise, seek, always unto 
 the stars, there are worlds 
   to discover ….. 
 so discover! 
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John's Easy French Toast 

By Captain John Lee 
        

Ingredients: 

6 - 8 Slices of Brioche or similar thick-sliced bread 

 

5 large eggs, beaten 

2/3 cup of Half & Half (or you can just use milk) 

3 TBSPs Sugar 

1 TSP Cinnamon 

1/4 TSP Nutmeg 

1/2 TSP Vanilla 

 

Note:  A word about bread: You need to use thick-sliced dense bread for French toast. You can't just use 

plain thin-sliced sandwich bread because it will get too soggy and fall apart. My favorite is Brioche. Sara Lee 

Artesano Brioche is good, or Nature's Own Brioche is also great.  Both can be found where you buy regular 

loaves of bread. 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions:  Beat eggs in a large bowl with a whisk. Add all other ingredients (except bread!)  and stir.  

 

Heat a griddle on the stove at about medium heat (or a little less). You can also use a portable electric griddle. 

When hot, spray some Pam or other non-stick cooking spray on the surface to keep 

from sticking. 

 

The nutmeg and cinnamon will tend to float to the top of the mixture, so stir with whisk 

in-between dipping slices. Drop a piece of bread into the mixture for a few seconds, 

then flip it over so both sides are soaked through (Don't leave the bread in too long so 

that it gets soggy). Pick it up, let it drain off a little, then put it on the griddle. 

 

Cook on the griddle, flipping often until bread is dry and golden brown. Slice it diago-

nally if you wish.   

 

Serving suggestions:  I like to add syrup and butter. Mo likes it with powdered sugar. Garnish with 

strawberries and blueberries if you like. 
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For, Lo – She is Worthy!  

A Tale of Mjolnir 

by MCPO Maggie Pragnell Restivo 

 It was the usual boisterous crowd in the USS Katherine Johnson's bowling alley that night. Perhaps a bit 

more boisterous than usual, since the Engineering Department was there nearly in its entirety (with only a skeleton 

crew on shift). They were celebrating the birthday of one of their own, NCO Elspeth “Mac” MacKenzie, who was 

holding forth in her favorite tartaned Lazy-Boy recliner, by the jukebox. Waving a bottle of Stella around, Mac 

opined on the merits of “Pragnell's Law.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Pragnell's...what?” asked one of the Asgardian Princes, Loki Odinson (as He and His brother, Thor 

Odinson, had been invited to the bash). 

 “Pragnell's Law,” Mac replied, “You Asshgardian lump, don't you know what that is?” She then told him 

about a 20th century Welsh ancestor of hers, named Walter “Len” Pragnell, a brilliant electrical engineer who had 

worked at the Charles Draper Laboratory at MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, during the 1950's. “Don't you even 

have engineers on Asshgard?” 

 Loki sighed. Even allowing for this being her birthday....and her being more than slightly sotted, this was 

going too far. He would have to put  her in her place. 

 “Engineers?” he asked, icily. “I'm afraid we don't have those on Asgard. We don't need them. If something 

breaks, we hire someone from off-planet. We outsource.”  

 “Outsource?” Mac sputtered. “OUTSOURCE???” She stood up, marching up to Loki. As tall as he was, 

even he took a step back as she tried to get up into his face, full of belligerence.  

 “Um, Brother, a little help here, please,” murmured Loki softly, realizing that Mac was swiftly entering her 

“bar fight” level of inebriation, and the Counselor agreed.  

 “Do something, Thor, or this won't end well!” she hissed at her loved one, and he nodded, walking up to 

Loki and Mac, who was not backing down. Leaning towards Loki, he whispered, “Now's your chance. Make it 

count, Brother!” Loki nodded, and stepped back into the crowd, where he soon disappeared.  
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Thor, prodded by the Counselor, took that moment to gently ask Mac to explain to him what “Pragnell's 

Law” actually was. Guiding Mac back to her recliner, Thor switched her empty bottle for a full one, and then 

sat down by her feet. Looking up at her with a rapt expression (while the Counselor had to turn around, 

hiding her grin), Thor said, “Pray, continue. We are all ears, Mac.” 

 “Pragnell's Law....it guided me through many a rough patch. Many is the time when my 

turboencapsulator would frammistan, and I would think to myself, “Ah, yes! PRAGNELL'S LAW!”  

 All of the other engineers were laughing and nodding, as they knew what she was warming up to, 

and the crowd around Mac grew larger. Taking another swig from the (as she saw it) miraculously refilled 

bottle of Stella, Mac looked at them solemnly and nodded.  

 “As Pragnell's Law states, 'If something is broken, it can also be fixed – As long as you know which 

side to kick!” At that, she stood up, bowed with a flourish to the cheers which broke out among the 

engineers and other crewmembers, and then began to saunter away – only to nearly fall flat on her face, as 

she tripped over Thor's hammer, Mjolnir, which was lying on the floor. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 “What in bloody blue blazes is this??” Mac yelled.  

 “What idiot just leaves this thing lying in the middle of the floor??? Someone could get hurt – or 

worse, beer could be spilled!! I'd better put this somewhere safe, before someone clumsier than me falls 

over it...”  

 With that, Mac proceeded to lift the hammer and sling it over her shoulder.  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Wondering why the entire room had suddenly gone dead silent, she walked back over to her recliner. She 

was then greeted by Thor, who raised her arm high above her head (still holding Mjolnir) and loudly 

proclaimed,  

 “For, lo, she is worthy of the Hammer of Thor!!!”  
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 Just like that, Mac was the Hero of the Hour. People crowded around her, slapping her on the back, 

roaring with laughter and cheering. Thor, the Counselor, and Ensign Miliag-Rixx headed to the back of the 

room, and no one but the Captain Admiral noticed that Thor discreetly put the hammer out of sight behind a 

large potted plant (brought in for extra party ambiance by the Ship's Botanist). The plant seemed to glow as 

the Captain Admiral joined them.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 Looking at the plant, he watched as Loki stepped out from behind it, winking at him.  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 “We're not going to tell Mac that Mjolnir was Loki all along...right?” asked the Counselor, looking 

pointedly at Thor.  

 “Nah”, replied Thor, as he grinned and thumped Loki on the back, “Consider it a birthday gift to her 

from Asgard – it'll be our little secret. Right... Captain Admiral?”  

 “Right you are, Thor,” answered the Captain Admiral, as he clinked his bottle against Thor's glass. 

Murmuring his excuses, the Captain Admiral headed over to the XO's table...and as he walked away from 

the Asgardian contingent, he was heard to chuckle to himself and mutter,  

 “Ye gods, I love this crew!”   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  THE END ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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OPS-COMM & PLAYING ‘TREK’! 

By CMDR Rick Brocato, Chief Operations Officer 

Greetings Shipmates! Serving as ship’s COO, it’s my pleasure to introduce you to 

our new Operations Department. Our motto is Servitium ad navem  OPS supports 

the ship’s operational needs, such as communications, social media, training 

(SFA), recruiting, fundraising, and stores/merch. The COMM section is responsi-

ble for updating the Chapter H.B., maintaining the Facebook page and Website, 

publishing the newsletter, editing and compiling ship fanfic stories and persona 

summaries, and producing promotional materials.  

Examples of OPS-COMM positions: Communications Officer, Social Media Officer 

(i.e., FB, Instagram), Recruiting Officer, Training Officer, Historian, Shop Keeper 

(online merch), Webmaster, Newsletter Editor, Graphic Artist. Stay tuned for de-

scriptions of each job. If you or someone you know might be interested in any of 

these positions please let us know. Creativity is contagious, pass it on!  

Now, let’s talk about something rank. Bet that got your attention! As you know, one of the unique aspects of 

belonging to SFI, and the USS Katherine Johnson Chapter is that even though we’re a fan organization, the 

basic structure of the group is based on Star Trek starship organization and ranks. Whether you’re an SFI 

newbie or a “salty dawg”, let this serve as a refresher regarding one of our major fun activities - namely, 

“playing Trek” (or “space navy” as our First Officer calls it). 

As SFI/KJ members we know that all ranks within STARFLEET are bestowed as a testament to a job well 

done. Although these ranks have no “authority” in the real world, they represent your level of participation 

aboard the Katherine Johnson and they give you the feeling of actually being a crew member of a starship. 

When you earn a promotion on the KJ, you have the right to be proud of your accomplishments. And, be-

cause of our point (merit) system all can be certain that you have contributed to the good of the ship. But, 

when we do earn a higher rank it is wise to remember what our ship’s namesake said, You are no better than 

anyone else, and no one is better than you (Katherine Goble Johnson). So, you might ask, what’s in it for me?  

When I was promoted to Commander - the highest rank an SFI ship can bestow on a member - it was truly 

exciting and rewarding for me. Achieving the points needed for CMDR gave me a nice balance between 

coursework and ship participation. Win-win! To my amazement, the courses taken were applied to an Associ-

ate in Federation Studies degree, as well as to Bridge Certification for COO. When I received the certificates, 

it made me feel like I had actually graduated from Starfleet Academy. What a Trek Trip!  

When you “play Trek” - SFI style (i.e., earn ranks, receive SFA degrees, earn Bridge Certifications, etc.), I 

promise you 5 things: (1) you will have fun, (2) you will learn, (3) you will feel a sense of accomplishment, (4) 

you will stay “engaged” with SFI/KJ, and (5) you will add extra meaning to your KJ adventure.  

By the way, you don’t have to “play Trek” alone - we are shipmates and in this together. For example, SFA 

allows you to do group prep for course tests. The final just has to be your own work. So, let’s say that you’d 

like some support, we could put together a study group or provide a mentor. Just let me know what you need.  

May your ‘Trek’ journey be enriching and fun.  

Ops Chief Rick out. LLAP!   
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The table below is only a partial listing of the activities for which you may earn points. If you have an 

idea for another category for promotion points, please discuss it with the Command Staff. In some 

cases, points may be awarded by Department Chiefs or by the Command Staff for exemplary ser-

vice above and beyond the call of duty. Please see the Chapter Handbook for complete details on  

Ranks and Promotion pages 20-23. 

 
Category Points 

Renewing STARFLEET membership 10 per year 

Successfully passing OTS or OCC 15 per passing exam 

Successfully passing FOS 101 15 

Successfully completing Bridge Officer Certification Prog with/

concentration in your field (i.e., OPS, COMM, Security, Tactical, etc.) 
15 each certification 

Successfully passing a STARFLEET academy course 
 5 per passing exam 

 +1 point for passing with Honors 

Successfully completing an Academy Degree Program (Associate or 

Bachelor or Master or Doctor) 
30 per degree 

Planning a chapter or department project or event 
15-25 points depending on amount of 

work. Command staff will determine 

Working on a chapter or department project or event (not organizer – 

a volunteer) 
10 

Attending a chapter event 10 

Attending an event hosted by another STARFLEET chapter or fan 

group 
10 

Attending a convention 10 

Leaving recruiting flyers at a convention  5 

Volunteering at a convention 10 per hour 

Organizing a recruiting table at a convention 10 

Working a STARFLEET recruiting table at a convention 10 per hour 

Leaving recruiting flyers at games shops, community bulletin boards, 

etc. 
5 

Recruiting a new STARFLEET member 

5 per member  

(members on family memberships may be 

counted separately if they are old enough 

to participate in chapter activities) 

Contributing to the STARFLEET CQ, or R7 websites or newsletters 10 per item 

Contributing to the Chapter Newsletter 10 per item 

Contributing to a fanzine, professional fandom publication, newspaper, 

etc. 
10 per item 

Donation to a Ship charity, another Ship’s chapter charity, or a STAR-

FLEET charity project 

10% of the total cash value of the dona-

tion, max 50 points (for a $500 donation)  

Enlisting a pet in PETFLEET 10 per pet 

Creating a fanfic profile/persona 10 per profile 
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Non-Commissioned (NCO) Ranks STARFLEET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioned Ranks STARFLEET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STARFLEET 
STARFLEET Marine Corps 

(SFMC) 

Points  

Needed 

Crewman Recruit (CRR) Private (PVT)   0 

Crewman Apprentice (CRA) Private First Class (PFC)  25 

Crewman (CRM) Lance Corporal (LCPL)  50 

Petty Officer Third Class (PO3) Corporal (CPL)  75 

Petty Officer Second Class 

(PO2) 
Sergeant (SGT) 100 

Petty Officer First Class (PO1) Staff Sergeant (SSGT) 150 

Chief Petty Officer (CPO) First Sergeant (1SGT) 200 

Senior Chief Petty Officer 

(SCPO) 
Master Gunnery Sergeant (MGSGT) 400 

Master Chief Petty Officer 

(MCPO) 
Sergeant Major (SGM) 800 

STARFLEET 
STARFLEET Marine Corps 

(SFMC) 

Points  

Needed 
Ensign 2nd Lieutenant (2LT) Complete OTS 

Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG) 1st Lieutenant (1LT) 200 

Lieutenant (LT) Captain (CPT) 300 

Lieutenant Commander (LCDR) Major (MAJ) 500 

Commander (CMDR) Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) 700 

Servitium ad navem
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The Tale of Picard's Fleet (Part 2) 

 
Hi everyone, your Chief of Engineering here and I am returning with Part 2 of last articles REQUEST! 
 
 
So we discussed the new USS Stargazer (NCC-82892) in the last episode but it was only one ship to show up 
at the Borg anomaly. In this article I will go down the list of ships names, types and if we have seen them in 
other Star Trek. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So lets get started with a favorite of mine: the Akira Class- 

 

The USS Thunderchild (NCC-63549), Helios (NCC-63284), and Avalon (NCC-63887) were the ships to initially      

discover the Anomaly. With that and the Rabin (NCC-63293) all are Akira Class star ships. We first see this 

type of star ship in First Contact fighting the Borg at the beginning of the movie. 
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Next on our list is the Excelsior II Class (new, not refit) USS Excelsior NCC-42037 & Eureka NCC-42023. This 

first Excelsior ship was introduced in Star Trek III and has served as the backbone of the Federation for since 

then and this ship has been redesigned for decades. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

The new kid on the block, as introduced in the last episode of Picard season one are the 5 Inquiry Class 

ships :  USS Zheng He (NCC-86505), Rustazh (NCC-86503), Magellan (NCC-86509), Nathan Hale (NCC-

86501), and Shackleton (NCC-86517) 
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 The Ship that was actually designed to fight the Borg threat, having been introduced in First Contact was the 

Sovereign Class Star Ship. We have the Gilgamesh (NCC-74669), Arsinoe (NCC-75307), Hrothgar (NCC-

74975), Hutchinson (NCC-74957), Okuda (NCC-74107), Pachacuti (NCC-74181), Valkyrie (NCC-74877) and 

the Venture (NCC-75306) 
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Next is the class' namesake of our very own Katherine Johnson!  The Luna Class made canon on "Lower 

Decks" with Riker's ship, the USS Titan. This is the USS Luna (NCC-80101) and two of her sister ships,   

Oberon (NCC-80103) & Europa (NCC-80104)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now this is where things get cool! Everything else on this list was created and stars in Star Trek Online. Being 

that they already had a digital version it was easy to bring them to the small screen. 

 

First on the list is the USS Uhura (NCC-90214) the new Reliant class. Following on it’s heels are the Clark 

(NCC-90206) and the namesake itself the Reliant (NCC- 90200).  
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The next class from Star Trek Online is the Sutherland Class. The Sutherland class is an updated version of 

the Nebula class and serves a lot of the same roles, just with upgraded everything.  These ships include      

Almagest (NCC-91870), the Huygens (NCC-91814), the Ibn al-Haytham (NCC-91965) and the Sutherland 

(NCC-91800). 
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There were two Vanguard classes there. The Vanguard, like the Sutherland class is another updated version 

of the Galaxy Class. The two ships were Vanguard (NCC-75148) and the Yi Sun-Sin (NCC-76545). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The USS Gagarin (NCC-97930) was the only one of its class to show but this is a re-take on a Discovery class. 

The Gagarin-class Battlecruiser brings impressive firepower to bear as a mid-sized capital ship with high    

maneuverability for its tonnage. Like all Starfleet ships, it’s capable of independent operations but was intend-

ed as a powerful defensive unit operating in mixed squadrons . 

Of all of these ships my favorite is the USS Gagarin. I like its simplicity but in a fight it can dish it out.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So sorry that we did not dive into these ships in more detail. I really just wanted to get good pictures of all the 

ships for everyone to have a reference.  

 
 

      LTJG John Price, Chief of Engineering 
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ATTN: All Officers, Other Ranks and Ship’s Visitors 

Training Subject: Personal Quarters/ Home Security 

Shipmates, with half our crew stood down and off ship for shore leave it is more important than  

ever to be vigilant and watch over our own quarters and possessions as well as our absent crew-

mates.  The Security department also encourages crewmembers to remind friends and family in 

their terrestrial home worlds to be vigilant around family and neighbor dwellings as well, no matter 

the season but most of all during any holiday periods.  

As always, if you see any suspicious activity report it to your immediate superior or directly to the 

security department via your combadge. 

      Crewman 1st Class, T. Trigger,  

      Security Department Outreach and Education Team,  

      USS Katherine Johnson, NCC 80118 
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Star Trek and All Related Marks and Logos are Trademarks of CBS Studios, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 
 
The USS Katherine Johnson Newsletter “Orbital Elements” is intended for the private use of 
our members. STARFLEET holds no claims to any trademarks, copyrights, or properties held 
by CBS Studios nor Paramount Pictures. All content from Star Trek including still images and 
character names is the property of Paramount Pictures Corporation and CBS Studios, Inc. and 
no infringement is intended. STARFLEET The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc. 
operates as a non-profit fan club and is committed to promoting Star Trek. 
 
Orbital Elements is published quarterly close to the end of every three months and the dead-
line for submissions is usually one week before the publication date. The Newsletter Editor 
and Communications Chief is John Lee. If you have any submissions, corrections, comments, 
or constructive criticisms, please send them to: jalvinlee0815@gmail.com.  All  articles and 
informative items are welcome. 


