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STARDATE 1031.22 

 

After visiting the Outer Banks and coming home through the Tidewater area, the 

XO and CMO of the USS Katherine Johnson did something we've wanted to do 

for some time. We visited the gravesite of Katherine Goble Johnson, and CMO 

Mo placed flowers on it. She is in a Veteran's Cemetery very close to NASA  

Langley where she worked. Langley AFB is also near and F-15s roared over us as 

we visited her grave. She is buried in the same plot as her 2nd husband, LTC 

James Johnson.  
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Hello Everybody! 

Welcome to the latest issue of "Orbital Elements". The past few months have been   

crazy, which is an understatement. Let me see if I can recap.  

First, congratulations and best wishes to PO3 Trevor Blaner and CRA Sakira Sprecher 

on their upcoming nuptials.  

Promotions - geez, I have to go back through the MSRs. Be right back. There's a slew 

of them.  

Congratulations to Melissa Blaner on her promotion to Petty Officer 2nd Class, Geoff Burns on his promotion to 

Senior Chief Petty Officer, Thor Halvorsen on his promotion to Lieutenant Junior Grade, Garry Hickman on his 

promotion to Lieutenant, Junior Grade, and Art Reid on his promotions to Lieutenant and to Lieutenant Com-

mander.  

Again, a reminder about keeping track of promotion points, especially if they are events not recorded from 

group events or in the STARFLEET Database. XO John and I did delve through our records and notes to see 

and verify, but if you are due and can bring the records, the promotion's a go.  

As I am writing this, the Region 7 Conference is going on. The USS KJ hoped to have had a presence there, but 

it didn't come to pass. Next year.  

The USS KJ did make a presence at the virtual 2022 STARFLEET International Conference on August 12th and 

13th. LTJG Garry was a moderator for one of the channels for a few hours.  

The USS KJ had Away Teams going to the Udvar-Hazy Center in Virginia, a Frederick Keys game, and a Sunday 

showing of Star Trek: The Wrath of Khan at the Germantown Regal.  

The USS KJ celebrated its second anniversary of Commissioning at a Picnic held on Sunday August 28th, at 

CMO Mo's and XO John's home.  

Our XO and CMO will be spearheading the annual Toys for Tots collection, the USS KJ main charity. It's not 

mandatory, of course, and any and all contributions are welcomed. XO John mentioned doing it piecemeal, a toy 

here and there, instead of splurging.  

Plans for the Holiday Party hinge on upcoming surgeries for the XO and CMO. Contingencies are in place, but 

we will revisit in December.  

As I said last time, we have a lot of members contributing in various ways and means, and I thank you for your 

contributions, whatever level they are.  

I've received feedback from crew members in the form of apologies that their level of participation has fallen off. 

Please don't feel bad. There is no minimum, and whatever you bring to the table is up to you. I know that Real 

Life takes precedence, and as our CMO points out, "FAKE SPACE NAVY!" 

As long as we know we're not chasing you away and you still want to be part of our motley crew, I'm satisfied 

with that. It's what makes us the USS Katherine Johnson.  

As always, be safe, keep healthy, and stay well. Andiamo!  

       

      Little CO Captain Admiral Guy  
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Hi There Shippies!  

I apologize if I've been a little self-absorbed. Summer went from reason-

ably calm to crazy in a very short time. Mo and I acquired some unex-

pected house guests for a while. Then in the middle of that, I wound up 

with the urinary tract infection from hell (of all things) that put me in the 

hospital for a few days. Mo's surgery date was postponed because of 

kidney issues and mine got postponed because it's hard to get some-

one to do elective surgery when you're already in the hospital dying.  

But we're back on track for late fall / early winter - (we're both having 

bariatric surgery for those who didn't know.) Mo's son is getting married 

on Halloween, then more craziness will really begin.   

As Captain/Admiral Tom mentioned, some people have been concerned because they feel they're not 

doing enough on the ship, or as much as they used to do.  It's funny, because MCPO Maggie was show-

ing me some meeting minutes notes she found from "the ship we used to be on" circa 2005 or so. It had 

a whole bunch of Draconian regulations such as "Department Heads will submit a monthly report detail-

ing what progress their Department has made", and "Department Heads are required to contribute to the 

Newsletter,"  etc., etc. It made me laugh because A) it was so serious and B) it was so unrealistic. Life 

gets in the way. We work, we have problems, and we have responsibility for family and friends. 

Here on the KJ our motto is "In the face of adversity, excellence."  The way we have achieved excellence 

is by trying hard to make sure that our members all feel included, wanted, respected, appreciated and 

loved.  We think it's wonderful when our members use their talents to shine, but we also understand 

when life gets in the way, and we never want anyone to feel stressed or inadequate because they can't 

always make this "Fake Space Navy" a priority. As long as people on this ship are doing as much or as 

little as they want to, or can do, the main thing is that we are all happy being on board. We currently have 

21 members, but a Luna-class ship has a crew of 350.  So if you can't always be in Engineering or Ops, 

don't worry.  One or more of those "unnamed guys" are taking care of things! 

I've collected a few candid shots of members off of Facebook, etc., so you may have seen some of these, 

but I just wanted to share so you can see what we've been up to: 

Counselor Liz discovered a new "create-your-own-Avatar" site for Lower Decks, and a few crew mem-

bers have had fun creating their own. Mine is above and I chose the XO's ready room as a background. I 

went into Photoshop and added a few "easter eggs."  You may notice the WWII airplane picture on the 

wall, the pink seat, the KJ mug on the desk, the KJ photo, and the Luna-class starship model on the shelf. 

I also added a beard (not an option in the program) and corrected my rank (also not an option- everyone 

is an Ensign!)  Other members' Avatars are on the following page- some are themselves and some are 

from our fanfic. 

Finally, LCDR Olivia submitted a FB meme on situational awareness that I promised to add. Not part of 

the Security briefing, but something I thought needed to be attached. 

           XO John 
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Zee (Maggie's Character) Becky 

Tom 

Art 

Garry 

Thor 

Liz 

Engineer John 
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Dawn enjoying a cup of coffee in her KJ mug! 

New member Melissa doing some cosplay at a show in Richmond 

Olivia modeling her autism T-shirt! 
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This is aimed at women, but it's good advice for anyone. Stay safe, guys! 
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Congratulations to LTJG Art Reid for being promoted to Lieutenant (LT) and    

Lieutenant Commander (LCDR) just since the last newsletter! Art also completed 

the Starfleet Medical Emergency Preparedness Challenge 2022.  

Congratulations to ENS Garry Hickman for being promoted to Lieutenant Junior 

Grade (LTJG). 

Congratulations to PO3 Melissa Blaner for being promoted to Petty Officer 2nd 

Class (PO2). 

Congratulations to CPO Geoffrey Burns for his promotion to Senior Chief Petty  

Officer (SCPO). 

Congratulations to ENS Thor Halvorsen for his promotion to Lieutenant Junior 

Grade (LTJG). 

Special Kudos to LCDR Olivia Allan. She now holds a Zirconium Boothby Award 

for completing over 400 Academy courses- 429 so far, to be exact. And 78% of 

those courses have been completed with either Distinction or Honors.  

     

 

Birthdays to celebrate this quarter: 

  Maureen (Mo) Mehrtens Lee ……………… November 1 

  Trevor Blaner ………………………………..  November 9 

  Mike Allen ……………………………………. November 11  
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Once Again I want to remind everyone: I am NOT an actual mental health professional. 

I just roleplay one for this Fake Space Navy. For actual help with mental health issues, 

you can go to: National Alliance on Mental Illness at  https://www.nami.org/home or 

Call the NAMI Helpline at 800-950-NAMI or text "NAMI" to 741741.   If you need help 

finding someone to talk to: https://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html, https://

www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist, and https://www.betterhelp.com/

about/ are some options you can use to help you.  It’s okay to not be okay, and it’s 

okay to need help. It’s out there, and you’re not alone.   

 The National Suicide Hotline, is now 988 as of July 16.  Call it or text it, trained counselors will be there 24-7 to 

help you. 
     

Autumn is my favorite time of year. The leaves change color, the weather gets cooler, my birthday happens   

during this time, and my favorite secular holiday happens during this time. Halloween! 
      

I’ve always liked Halloween. It was an excuse to dress up and play pretend out in public, not just in my room. 

And getting candy, which was something my parents didn’t really buy all too often. (At least from my elementary

-aged perspective.) Then as I got older, I explored more aspects of the holiday. Parties. Monster movies. The 

history behind various spooky phenomena. The use of purple as a color in decoration, not just orange and black. 

Dressing up in more “adult” costumes for a more “adult” audience. 
       

Vampires, werewolves, mummies, and the like don’t scare me. Pretend monsters are fun, at least compared to 

the real monsters out there.  And those wear human faces to hide among us. Makes them all the more danger-

ous. 
       

Feeling fear is normal.  Everyone is scared of something. For me, it’s bees and similar striped buzzing stinging 

insects. I’m terrified of them. My parents’ lamppost used to have hosta flowers growing around it, and that     

always attracted a ton of bees. I had to be careful walking around it so I didn’t encounter any of those little 

f***ers.  Another reason why autumn is my favorite time of year: colder weather means the bees go to sleep and 

I don’t see them. I know bees are critical to the environment and to life on our planet, especially to our food   

supply. But that doesn’t mean I want them flying around me. Go pollenate something. 
       

And at least bees are useful. What do wasps and hornets do, anyway? 
      

I seem to have gotten away from the general topic of “fear” and slid into “rant against stinging insects.” Apolo-

gies. 
      

Merriam-Webster defines fear as:  an unpleasant often strong emotion caused by anticipation or awareness of 

danger. Awareness/anticipation of danger. That’s the main purpose I think fear serves. When we can’t quite see 

the road ahead due to poor visibility, we drive slowly and make sure our lights are on. We lock our doors at 

night. Women especially are trained about fear; We just don’t carry our keys in our hands because it’s handy. 
         

So enjoy the candy and the monster movies. Halloween lets us enjoy the fun kind of fear. The real fear will be 

there, waiting for us… 

       Counselor out 

Counselor's Corner Autumn 2022 
By LCDR Elizabeth Gorman 

Ship's Counselor 

https://www.nami.org/home
https://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html
https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist
https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-find-a-therapist
https://www.betterhelp.com/about/
https://www.betterhelp.com/about/
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There Is A River In My Mind 
By  LTJG Thor Halvorsen 

There is a river in my mind, 

I do not know if it is still there,  

observable, tangible, 

I do not know the state of being as  

it exists now, 

But alas, within my mind, it will  

live in constancy, 

Forever alive, flowing, teemingly  

so, vibrant in hues, 

forever affixed, a loop within  my  

awed experience & memories, 
       

There is a river in my mind,  

it may seem a small thing, trivial  

to behold,  

but to me, the pebbles, the sand,  

the cool touch, 

The fresh rain wet earth smell,  

greets me all the same, 

a solace, a serenity, a memory, a  

connection, 

 

 

 

 

An understanding of sorts, a  

camaraderie of presence shared, 

Importance @ valuation purely  

subjective & relatively placed, 

but its value will never wane or  

fade, for the part played, 
        

There is a river in my mind,  

that runs, flows and trickles  

along,  

and I sit and gaze along its shores, 
      

There is a river in my mind, 

The world and my universe  

reflected, 

flowing along, mixing, shaping,  

evolving, 

I am unsure of where it leads,  

eventually, 
      

but alas, like the river, I follow  

my course. 
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Maggie's Musings on Andor: The Star Wars Series 

That Lives Up to Its Hype as a Star Wars Show for Adults 

by MCPO Maggie Pragnell Restivo 

 

Andor is the first Star Wars series that I have watched which seems to have no 

Jedi, no lightsaber fights, and no one-dimensional characters, either heroic or 

villainous. The show does its best to present many points of view, and does an 

excellent job of paralleling events in the show to mirror real life. 

People just arrested because they were in the wrong place, at the wrong time? 

Yes. The show does that. Draconian laws created by politicians who say that it is 

just to protect people? Yes. The show does that. People with different agendas 

but similar goals and obsessions, who may or may not end up working together 
for a common goal? Yes, the show does that. People letting their divisions get in 

the way of working towards a common goal, thus defeating their purpose 

because they can't see beyond their own fears, inequalities, or politics? Yes, the 

show does that.  

I see so many homages to certain movie genres of the past in Andor. The first 

episode dragged a bit, because they were setting the stage and introducing 

viewers to the character of Cassian Andor, whose eventual fate is revealed in 

the Star Wars movie, Rogue One. I know that some viewers were put off by a long flash-back sequence of 
Cassian as a child on his home planet, but when you watched the entire episode, it was clear that events in his 

childhood were paralleling events in his life in that first episode, as an adult. I would call this first episode, 

Cassian's “Origin Story”, and yes, it did drag a bit, but if you watched until the end, it was highly satisfying.  

The next few definitely reminded my husband and myself of old World War II and 

Cold War espionage films, where dangerous missions were undertaken, and from 

the tone, you just knew that not everyone would make it out alive. The resistance 

fighters in Andor definitely reminded us of resistance fighters in World War II films, 

and even though we knew that certain people would likely not make it, we were still 
sad when it happened. There was only one character that the show rather pulled a 

“bait and switch” with, making us think he was not so bad, and could prove a 

possible ally to Cassian, but....nope! Nope, nope, nope. That was probably the 

biggest mistake in the series so far, and it left a bad 

taste in my mouth. 

Overall, though? Excellence! The acting is superb, 

especially by the handsome and smoothly accented 

Diego Luna (who almost makes me say, “Tom who?”, 

but my loyalty to Hiddleston remains strong, in spite of 

Luna's powerful presence). Another actor, very familiar to Marvel fans, who is just 

as powerful and absolutely shines in his role, is Stellan Skaarsgard, as Luthan 

Rael. Fiona Shaw is excellent in her role as Maarva Andor, Cassian's foster 

mother, and Genevieve O'Reilly as Senator Mon Mothma is also quite good.  
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Two of the villainous characters who stand out are Kyle Soller's Syril Karn, as a man who sees what 

Cassian is up to and tries to stop it, becoming obsessed with Cassian in the process, and Denise Gough's 

Dedra Meero, an Officer of the ISB (Imperial Security Bureau), who also finds out 

that something is wrong and that technology is getting stolen, but her agenda is 

fueled partly by a desire for personal glory – to move up in rank and gain the 

admiration of her superiors in the ISB.  

Indeed, the scenes with Meera and her fellow officers in the ISB led me to call them 

“The Legion of Evil Brits”, as every one of them had clipped British accents. It would 

have been funny, if not for the seriousness of the scenes depicted. (Honestly, those 

scenes with the ISB officers in their morning meetings truly illustrate the phrase, “the 

banality of evil.” I could watch an entire series set just within the ISB alone.) 

This last episode we watched (#8) was an homage to 1970's science fiction movies, 

with its prison setting, the white uniforms, the inmates quickly and mindlessly building 

huge parts that seemed like they would fit together to form....what? I am going to 

venture a guess here. My husband and I both think that the prisoners in this prison set 

in some planet's ocean are assembling at least part of the Death Star. My own 

personal theory is that these parts they are struggling so hard to fit together and finish 

will form that huge part of the Death Star that funnels the power down into that huge 

death ray that destroyed Alderaan. Yes, folks, I am calling it here. Those prisoners are 

assembling at least part of the Death Star! 

I can't wait for next week's episode, and am thrilled that there will be at least 24 

episodes of this series; 12 for this first season, and then 12 more for the second season, premiering at 

some point in 2023. Far more episodes than Marvel gives its fans for any of their television shows. I am 

truly happy with Andor, the Star Wars series for adults...and have not missed any of the familiar faces we 

see on so many other Star Wars shows. Honestly.... and oddly, for someone who first watched Episode 4 

when it was just called Star Wars and not a New Hope.... I am finding that I prefer the timeline of the 

prequels more than the Luke/Han/Leia era. It just seems grittier, more realistic, and more political...and I 

am a fan of that sort of thing. Bring on more Andor!!! My last observation for this review is that Mon 

Mothma's horrid teenage daughter totally reminds me of the evil, ungrateful daughter in Mildred Pierce. 

Heh. Now I have the image of Sen. Mon Mothma being played by Joan Crawford in black and white film 

stuck in my head. (Hey, there are worse things....)  

The End 
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FILKING  . . . MUTHA TREKKERS! 

By CMDR Rick Brocato, Chief Operations Officer 

Greetings Shipmates!  

From the OPS-COMM Recreation Section, this article is about a fun and creative activity called “filking”. It may be famil-

iar to some “old salts”. To edify, fliking has been practiced for decades among sci fi, fantasy, et al, fan-mates far and 

wide (mostly at cons). Before explaining more, let’s set the stage with a verse from an original “filk song” (creation of my 

weirdly wired brain, apologies). Sing it to the tune of The Ballad of Davy Crockett : 

Sure the title of this piece got your attention.  

Many a trekker first filked at a convention.  

Could’ve done it in a circle with some off -key con, 

Dressed like Uhura, singin ’ the Ballad of Khan. 

Filking, mutha trekkers . . . science fiction and fantasy.  

 

I know, I know, “filking” sounds like a dirty word, but, it isn ’t! And it’s not what you may have heard “Mac” 

shout out at the KJ Bowling Alley when she missed a 7-10 split. Originally, the word “filk” was a publishing 

misprint—a typographical error. And nowadays the term and process has been absorbed into the larger 

“fandom” community. Wasn’t always the case. A little historical background.  

 

The singing of “filksongs” goes at least as far back as the second Worldcon, Chicon I in 1940; groups such as the Futuri-

ans and FAPA had their own “fannish” songs. The term filk dates to 1953 and is attributed to a typo made by Washing-

ton, D.C., fan Lee Jacobs who misspelled folk song in a piece entitled “The Influence of Science Fiction on Modern 

American Filk Music” (emphasis mine) that he'd submitted to Spectator Amateur Press Society (SAPS). The article was 

about supposed sci fi incidents in folk songs, but actually discussed a number of thoroughly smutty songs, taking various 

metaphors in them as if they were meant literally. Wrai Ballard, the OE of SAPS, decided the piece might not get by the 

censorious postal authorities of the time, so he didn’t run it in the mailing, but he did note the typo of “filk” for “folk” and 

mentioned it to lots of fans.  

Soon, another SAPS member, Karen Anderson, took Jacob’s typo and defined “filk” as musical parodies written by fans. 

This appeared in Die Zeitschrift für Vollstandigen Unsinn #774 p22 by Karen Anderson and is the first-known song pub-

lished as a “filk song”, written by Poul Anderson (see "How to Write a Filk Song" in The Zed #780).  If you’d like to learn 

more history of filk, see Tomorrow's Songs Today, available as a free download. [NOTE: The source for the preceding 

two paragraph’s is https://fancyclopedia.org/Filk.]  

Both a noun and a verb, filk refers to fan-written, fan-sung songs about sci fi, fantasy, or fannish themes (based on sto-

ries from books, comics, movies, games, fanfic) and to the events, or filksings, where such music, known as filksongs, 

are performed by filkers (fans). Once performed in casual sing-alongs at club meetings and in the stairwells and spare 

corners of cons, filksinging (also known as filking) has evolved into a highly organized system of concerts and circles. 

Traditional sing-alongs (a la folksong hootenannies) only play a minor part in modern filk. Like other activities that began 

in fandom, and continue to be part of it to an extent, filkdom has in some respects become a fandom unto itself. Howev-

er, most filkers also consider themselves to be fans too. Within the filk community, filk is often defined as “the 

folk music of sf fandom."  

May your ‘Trek-Filking’ be ever enriching and fun . . .  

Ops Chief Rick out!   

FANDOM FILKING! 

By CMDR Rick Brocato, Chief Operations Officer 

Greetings Shipmates!  

From the OPS-COMM Recreation Section, this article is about a fun and creative activity called 
“filking”. It may be familiar to some “old salts”. To edify, filking has been practiced for decades 

among sci-fi, fantasy, et al, fans far and wide (mostly at cons). Before explaining more, let’s set 
the mood with a verse from an original “filksong” (creation of my weirdly wired brain, apolo-
gies). Sing it to the tune of The Ballad of Davy Crockett : 

Sure this bold title got your attention.  

Many trekkers filked first at a convention.  

Done in circles with some off-key cons, 

Dressed like Uhura, singin ’ the Ballad of Khan. 

Filking, mutha trekkers . . . science fiction and fantasy.  

I know, I know, filking sounds like a dirty word, but, it isn ’t! And it’s not what you may have heard “Mac” shout 
out at the KJ Bowling Alley when she missed a 7-10 split. Originally, the word filk was a publishing misprint—a 
typographical error. And nowadays the term and process has been absorbed into the larger “fandom” community 
lexicon. Wasn’t always the case. A little historical background.  

The singing of filksongs goes as far back as the second Worldcon, Chicon I in 1940; groups such as the Futurians and others 

had their own “fannish” songs. The term filk dates to 1953 and is attributed to a typo made by Washington, D.C., fan Lee   

Jacobs who misspelled folk in a piece entitled “The Influence of Science Fiction on Modern American Filk Music” (emphasis 

mine) that he'd submitted to Spectator Amateur Press Society (SAPS). The article was about supposed sci-fi incidents in folk 

songs, but actually discussed a number of thoroughly smutty songs, taking various metaphors in them quite literally. Wrai  

Ballard, OE of SAPS, decided the piece might not get by the censorious postal authorities of the times, so he didn ’t run it in 

the NL mailing, but he did note the typo of filk for “folk” and mentioned it to lots of fans. Soon, another SAPS member, Karen 

Anderson, in the amateur publication The Zed (aka Die Zeitschrift für Vollstandigen Unsinn) #774 p22, took Jacobs' typo and 

defined filk as musical parodies written by fans. The first-known song published as a “filksong” was written by Poul Anderson, 

entitled Barbarous Allen (see "How to Write a Filk Song" in The Zed #780). If you’d like to learn more history of filk, see      

Tomorrow's Songs Today, available as a free download.  

Both a noun and a verb, filk refers to fan-written, fan-sung songs about sci fi, fantasy, or fannish themes (based on stories 

from books, comics, movies, games, fanfic, or original compositions) and to the events, or filksings, where such music, known 

as filksongs, are performed by filkers (fans). Once performed in casual sing-alongs at club meetings and in the stairwells and 

spare corners of cons, filksinging (also known as filking) has evolved into a highly organized system of concerts and circles. 

Traditional sing-alongs (a la folksong hootenannies) only play a minor part in modern filk. Like other activities that began in 

fandom, and continue to be part of it to an extent, filkdom has sort of become a fandom unto itself. However, most filkers also 

consider themselves to be fans too. Within the filk community, filk is often defined as “the folk music of sci-fi fandom.”  

On the following pages, you’ll find an original filksong from the album Carmen Miranda's Ghost, entitled Dawson's Christian by 

Leslie Fish (see her bio sketch at the end). A link is given so you can listen to this classic filksong online. This was originally 

shared by ship’s Counselor Liz on the KJ Ready Room. If the Muse moves you to write a filksong, share it with the crew.   

Maybe it’ll be so good it’ll bring you fortune and glory. Or, maybe not. Maybe it’ll just get published in our NL—which ain’t bad 

either. May your ‘Fandom-Filking’ be ever in your favor . . . Ops Chief Rick out!   

[NOTE: Source for the history of filk from https://fancyclopedia.org/Filk.]  

https://fancyclopedia.org/The_Zed
https://fancyclopedia.org/Poul_Anderson
https://fanac.org/fanzines/Zed/Zed780.pdf#page=14
https://fancyclopedia.org/The_Zed
http://www.mcgath.com/tst/
https://fancyclopedia.org/Filk
https://fancyclopedia.org/Club
https://fancyclopedia.org/Music
https://fancyclopedia.org/Sf_fandom
https://fancyclopedia.org/The_Zed
https://fancyclopedia.org/Poul_Anderson
https://fanac.org/fanzines/Zed/Zed780.pdf#page=14
https://fancyclopedia.org/The_Zed
http://www.mcgath.com/tst/
https://fancyclopedia.org/Filk
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Carmen Miranda's Ghost 02 -  

Dawson's Christian by Leslie Fish 

This filk “space-shanty” was performed by Leslie Fish & Vic Tyler.  

Key: F#maj / Guitar Capo 1 & play: C, Dm, F, Am (120 BPM) 
 

Jayme Dawson was the Captain of the Christian and her crew,  

And he flew and fought the Christian in the War of '82.  

Now the Christian was the tightest ship 'tween here and Charlemagne,  

And the crew of Jayme Dawson was the same. 
 

On patrol in sector seven, keeping watch on Barber's sun,  

They were jumped by three light cruisers though they weren't a match for 
one.  

As they came to general quarters and they sent out the alarm,  

Dawson's crew was sure they'd finally bought the farm. 
 

No one living saw that battle though the fleet was quick to leave.  

When they reached the site, they found a scene no sane man could believe.  

Dead in space lay three light cruisers, cut to ribbons all around,  

But no sign of Dawson's Christian could be found. 
 

There are stories of the Dutchman, the Celeste and Barnham's Pride,  

There are stories of the Horseman and The Lady at his side,  

But the tale that chills my spirit, more because I know it's true,  

Is the tale of Jayme Dawson and his crew,  

Yes, the tale of Dawson's Christian and her crew. 
 

I was second mate on Hera's Dream, a freighter of the line.  

We were shipping precious metals to the colony on Nine.  

It was on the second watch of that most uneventful flight,  

When the pirate ships appeared out of the night. 
 

Now to me there was no question, for they had us four to one,  

And you can't fight dirty pirates when your freighter has no gun.  

So, we stood by to be boarded by a party yet unseen,  

When another ship appeared upon our screen. 
 

First we thought it just a pirate, but the vector was all wrong.  

Then we thought it might be rescue, but the signal wasn't strong.  

When she didn't answer hailing, we all felt an unknown dread,  

For we saw her shields were up and glowing red. 
 

Now the courage of that single ship is shown by very few,  

But we never knew a ship could fly the way the stranger flew.  

Never fearing guns or numbers, like a tiger to its meat,  

The stranger then attacked the pirate fleet. 
 

And the strangers beams burned brighter than all beams I'd seen before.  

And the strangers shields were harder than the heart of any whore.  

As the battle rent the aether, while we watched and shook our heads,  

The pirate ships were cut to bloody shreds.  

The pirate ships were cut to bloody shreds. 



Orbital elements newsletter  the uss Katherine johnson  14 

 

Carmen Miranda's Ghost 02 - Dawson's Christian by Leslie Fish . . . continued 

Just as quickly as it started then the fighting was all done.  

For the pirate fleet was shattered and the stranger's ship had won.  

Though we tried to call and thank her, not an answer could we draw,  

Then she dropped her shields, and this is what we saw. 
 

There were thirty holes clear through her and a gash along one side,  

And we knew that when it happened, that no crew were left alive.  

For the markings all said Christian, deep inside us each one knew,  

'Twas the tomb of Jayme Dawson and his crew. 
 

Now instead of flying off, the stranger then began to fade,  

First the hull, and then the bulkheads as we cowered there afraid,  

For as the Christian disappeared, the last to slip from view,  

Were the bones of Jayme Dawson and his crew.  

Yes, the bones of Jayme Dawson and his crew. 
 

There are stories of the Dutchman, the Celeste and Barnham's Pride,  

There are stories of the Horseman and The Lady at his side,  

But the tale that chills my spirit, and I swear to God it's true,  

Is the tale of Jayme Dawson and his crew,  

Yes, the tale of Dawson's Christian and her crew. 
 

Retrieved: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w34fSnJNP-4 on 8/30/2022 

 

Leslie Fish is one of the most notable American fi lk singers, and along with 

the DeHorn crew was the first artist to release a commercial filk recording (Folk 

Songs for Folk Who Ain't Even Been Yet, 1976). Her second album (Solar Sailors, 

1977) contained the now infamous song Banned From Argo, the song that has 

probably inspired the most parodies and varients in all of filkdom. Both of these 

albums, originally released on vinyl, have recently been re-released on a single 

CD called Folk Songs for Solar Sailors. Over the years, Leslie has won Pegasus 

Awards for many of her songs, including Best Original Filk Song, Best Female 

Filker, Best Fantasy Song, and Best Space Opera Song. 

 

~~~~~ 

Servitium ad navem

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w34fSnJNP-4
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TREKKIES: A 25TH ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE 

by LTJG Garry Hickman 

I had planned on writing an article about the many documentaries out there 

regarding fandom in it's many forms, but then I found out that this is the twenty-

fifth anniversary of the  documentary film, Trekkies, and I had to put in my 2 

cents about it. 

This documentary, hosted by Denise Crosby (Tasha Yar), was originally       

released in theaters in 1997, which was where I first saw it. I remember seeing 

the ad for it on TV and thinking: "Wow, a movie talking about my fellow Trek 

fans!" 

I, in fact, loved it, although I was somewhat disappointed by some of the 'over 

the top' fans that they showed, which has been a point of contention with a lot 

of viewers of the movie. Some feel that showing the weirder fans brought down 

fandom or cast it in a bad light. 

There are probably people reading this right now who refuse to watch it, even on a free streaming service. 

All I can do is try to convince you to give it another chance. 

Part of the reason I still love this Doc is that the members of the original cast were still alive at the time, and 

most of them were interviewed. Deforest Kelley died 2 years after this came out, but he had some memo-

rable things to say in it. James Doohan had the best story that still brings tears to my eyes. All the great 

Star Trek actors we've lost in the past twenty years or more are there, alive and contributing to the       

documentary.  

The other reason I love Trekkies is that it not only shows our love and dedi-

cation to Star Trek, but how smart, creative and technologically savvy we 

can be, sometimes to the Nth degree!  One of my favorite fans that they 

show, are a Husband and Wife team who run a Dental practice. The office is 

all decorated with Star Trek pictures, collectibles & memorabilia, and all the 

employees wear Starfleet uniforms! I hate going to the Dentist, so going 

there would put me at ease.   

Another favorite of most people is Gabriel Köerner and his Dad. Gabriel is 15 years 

old at the time, and not only a huge fan, but heavy into the local Star Trek club; and 

he's really good with computer tech and creates a lot of CGI ships and a space   

station.  His Father drives a truck made to look like a shuttlecraft.  

One of the controversial fans Trekkies interviews has a lot of notoriety, whether it's 

good or bad is up to the individual. The woman's name is Barbara Adams and she 

became infamous for attending the '96 Whitewater trial as a juror wearing her Star 

Trek uniform. She felt that since she belonged to a fan club that emphasizes service 

to the community, and being a part of the jury pool, she felt it was proper to wear 

her uniform.  
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I also liked the fan who has his cat dressed in a Dr McCoy outfit, so cute!   

Kate Mulgrew makes an appearance and says a lot of great stuff, even talking 

about going to a children's hospital and meeting the kids there. There's a  woman 

who starts a club for women who love Brent Spiner called: Spiner Femmes. 

There's a duo of women who start a radio show called Talk Trek. It's a precursor 

to todays many, many podcasts.  

A Star Trek fan named Richard Kronfeld likes to make a lot of what he's seen in 

the Original series, including a copy of a Romulan cloaking device, and 'Pike-Mobile' as I call it. It's a reproduction 

of the covered 'wheelchair' that Christopher Pike was confined to in the episode: 

The Menagerie. He actually rides around in it on the sidewalk!  

Finally, there's Douglas Marcks who, at the time, was the most controversial be-

cause of his cross-dressing 'costume' he is wearing. These days we're a lot more 

tolerant and accepting of the LGBTQ community. He DOES teach Denise     

Crosby what Filking is though. (Editor's Note: See LCDR Rick's detailed OPS   

article in this issue about filking!) 

 A 2nd Trekkies documentary went straight to DVD in 2004, and focused mainly 

on overseas Trek fans, but it did go to some conventions here in the U.S., including Shore Leave! My old ship-

mate from the Alpha Centauri, Dean Rogers, made an appearance and he's still in Starfleet. 

This documentary basically shows how fans celebrate and keep Star Trek in their hearts, and although it original-
ly gave non-fans something to laugh at and made some fans self conscious about their passion, we should never 
be ashamed of what Trek represents. 25 years later, we, as Star Trek fans, have become a force to be reckoned 
with! 
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Hello everyone and welcome to my Engineering corner. This is a special presentation that I have been looking 

for ever since I started doing these articles. This is something that was put out there as a fan project turned 

into a video game and now is finally true canon. So we have 2 different story lines to go down, a real life story 

and then Star Trek Canon story. So get ready for your crash course in the history of the U.S.S. Enterprise F! 

 

It was November 2010 and Star Trek Online announced “Design the Next Enterprise!” Design the Next       

Enterprise was a contest that Cryptic studios sent out to the world for their Star Trek Online game to help   

advance the mythos. Star trek Online at the time was taking place 10 years after the events of Star Trek:    

Nemesis and in the time the Enterprise E had been lost (From the comic books) and what a better way to get 

more people to play a MMO than to offer that your design of a ship that could make it into the game and with 

that you get crazy prizes like a laptop lifetime subscription yada, yada. The Contest opened on Dec 9th of that 

year and Cryptic was flooded. But out of all of that a winner was found! His name is Adam Ihle and he deliv-

ered the groundwork to what would be know as the Odyssey Class Star Cruiser.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Odyssey class represented the next stage of Star Fleet Cruiser design, emphasizing stability and  

firepower while allowing for versatility in exploration. Adam’s sketch inspired STO (Star Trek Online). It       

created internal discussions about the evolution of the Starfleet Cruiser and how this ship represented a new 

approach to design that would lead STO into the future. It’s silhouette remains familiar and recognizable, yet 

the ship offers an evolution in design that adds both beauty and function worthy of the name Enterprise 

(Startrek.com). 
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So in summary, the contest was put out to the masses and it was delivered with something awesome. Now let 

us move to Star Trek canon and introduce to you the Odyssey Class Development Project. 

 

The Odyssey class was a type of Federation starship that was the pinnacle of Federation starship design and 

would carry the Federation into a new generation of exploration in the late 24th century and well into 25th 

century. It was designed to be a dreadnought and an explorer. It is one of the largest starships created by 

Starfleet, surpassing even the Galaxy-class in size. 

The Odyssey-class featured the ability for saucer separation much like the Galaxy-class. The chevron-shaped 

saucer section could be separated from the star-drive section, allowing greater maneuverability to the star-

drive section. The chevron section can be reattached to the star-drive section at any time. In addition, an 

Aquarius-class escort ship is docked to the rear of the ship's star-drive (roughly where the secondary shuttle 

bay would be located on a Sovereign-class), which can be deployed at will. It also carries six work bees in the 

main shuttlebay for field repairs. Bridge of an Odyssey-class starship, facing aft: 

https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Federation
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Starship
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/24th_century
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/25th_century
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Century
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Dreadnought
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Explorer
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Starfleet
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Galaxy_class
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Saucer_separation
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Galaxy_class
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Saucer_section
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Chevron_separation
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Stardrive_section
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Stardrive_section
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Aquarius_class
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Escort
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Shuttle_bay
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Shuttle_bay
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Sovereign_class
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Workbee
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Main_shuttlebay
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Bridge
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The pinnacle of the Odyssey-class's technological achievement was the advanced quantum slipstream drive 

carried aboard all Odyssey-class vessels. The advanced quantum slipstream drive propelled the Odyssey-

class to its fastest speed, transwarp 34.71+. This is why the “Neck” is a split pylon system to help with slip-

stream. 

The bridge of the vessel is cavernous and features a viewscreen separate from the forward viewport, with 

crew stations in an oval around the chairs for the Commanding and First Officers. The Captain's ready room is 

on the starboard side of the bridge, with a turbolift on the port wall and a dedicated transporter pad set into 

the aft wall. There is an observation deck by the forward viewport and a second, partial crew deck down a 

flight of stairs. The prototype USS Odyssey (NX-97000) was launched in 2409 and taken on a trial cruise by 

one of Starfleet's leading Captains. The first stage of the test involved scanning a group of satellites. During 

the subsequent weapons testing stage they attacked and destroyed a group of derelict Borg ships set up as 

targets. As the newest, most advanced class in the fleet, it was fitting that the seventh Federation flagship and 

the eighth iteration of the starship Enterprise be one of them. The USS Enterprise (NCC-1701-F) was 

launched later in 2409 under the command of Captain Va'Kel Shon. 

 

 

https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Quantum_slipstream_drive
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Transwarp
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Bridge
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Commanding_officer
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/First_officer
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Ready_room
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Turbolift
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Transporter_pad
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Odyssey_(NX-97000)
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/2409
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Captain
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Borg
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Enterprise_(NCC-1701-F)
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Captain
https://memory-beta.fandom.com/wiki/Va%27Kel_Shon
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Concept: 

As typical when a new design mandate is given, the Starfleet Corps of Engineers and the Advanced Starship 

Design Bureau began work on two dreadnought classes during the later half of the Dominion War, anticipating 

a prolonged conflict. The first was envisioned as an upgrade and structural overhaul of the Galaxy class into a 

configuration along the lines of the last century's Federation-class dreadnought, and would develop into the 

Olympus class. Work began at Utopia Planitia Fleet Yards in 2374, and easier than developing a ship from 

scratch, the refit was ready within three years, and the first vessels of the Olympus configuration entered into 

service in 2377. 

The development of a totally new spaceframe would take much longer. The new class was named after the 

USS Odyssey, the first Starfleet casualty in conflict with the Dominion, and the spaceframe that would become 

the USS Odyssey was laid down at San Francisco Fleet Yards. The spaceframe of a sister ship, the Verity, 

was also laid down not too long after. 

 

In 2381, work on the Odyssey was just over half-complete, and somewhat further behind on the Verity, when 

Starfleet learned of the impending Romulan supernova. Admiral Picard was looking for a flagship for the     

rescue armada, and it was decided that the one of the new dreadnoughts would be the only vessel large 

enough to serve the purpose. Though the Verity was farther from completion, this was considered a boon, as 

it meant the necessary changes to her internal structure could be completed faster. Work was abandoned on 

the Odyssey as Verity became the top priority at San Francisco Yards, while Commander Geordi La Forge 

oversaw the development of a full fleet of evacuation vessels at Utopia Planitia. Within months, the Verity was 

ready for service, and Picard took her out to begin the great work of rescuing the Romulan people from an 

extinction-level event. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stpendragon.fandom.com/wiki/2374
https://stpendragon.fandom.com/wiki/2377
https://stpendragon.fandom.com/wiki/2381
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The Odyssey herself was left on the backburner as most of Starfleet's ship-building efforts were focused on 

pushing out the existing Wallenberg-class transports and La Forge's new rescue fleet. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Numbers: 

Propulsion 

·         1 Yoyodyne 46A M/ARC warp core 

·         2 Charon Yards hyper impulse engines 

·         10 Zhiv/Ren SR83 impulse thrusters 

·         transwarp drive 

·         advanced quantum slipstream drive 

Sensors 

·         4 DYN-75 multi-band linear sensor suites 

·         4 omniwave passive sensor matrices 

·         1 J-DOME omnidirectional sensor array 
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Armaments 

·         18 mark XII phaser arrays 

·         4 variable payload torpedo launchers 

Secondary Craft 

·       Aquarius Class auxiliary craft (Light Escort) 

112 meters and a beam of 50 meters (When Docted)  

110 meters and a beam of 80 meters (when in flight) 

Note: So to put this in perspective the Defiant has a length of 170 meters and a beam of 134 meters. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I could keep on going on and on about the amount of thought that went into this design and everything that 

spawned from it afterwards, and maybe I will do that but not on this episode.  

 

So there you have it, the now Canon Enterprise F that we see in the season 3 trailer of Picard was designed 

by a fan for a video game only to be canonized by Paramount by actually putting it in a show. Well, it was 

shown in the comics and noted in the books that lead up to season 1 of Picard but still to be Adam and to see 

your creation finally on the TV, I can only imagine! 

 

       LTJG John Price, Chief of Engineering 
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Shipmates, as we come into the traditional terrestrial shopping season many of us will do much of 

our shopping online for others (and ourselves). This graphic may be old news to many of us, but it 

doesn’t hurt to refresh ourselves for not just the holidays, but all year long.  

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Crewman 1st Class, T. Trigger,  

      Security Department Outreach and Education Team,  

      USS Katherine Johnson, NCC 80118 
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Star Trek and All Related Marks and Logos are Trademarks of CBS Studios, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 
 
The USS Katherine Johnson Newsletter “Orbital Elements” is intended for the private use of 
our members. STARFLEET holds no claims to any trademarks, copyrights, or properties held 
by CBS Studios nor Paramount Pictures. All content from Star Trek including still images and 
character names is the property of Paramount Pictures Corporation and CBS Studios, Inc. and 
no infringement is intended. STARFLEET The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc. 
operates as a non-profit fan club and is committed to promoting Star Trek. 
 
Orbital Elements is published quarterly close to the end of every three months and the dead-
line for submissions is usually one week before the publication date. The Newsletter Editor 
and Communications Chief is John Lee. If you have any submissions, corrections, comments, 
or constructive criticisms, please send them to: jalvinlee0815@gmail.com.  All  articles and 
informative items are welcome. 


